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pany C withdrew as best it could. 

Colonel Allen figured that by now his whole battalion position 
was in jeopardy and he ordered Plan A put into effect. But Com- 
pany C was in such confusion that it couldn't carry out the with- 
drawal exactly as planned. One platoon got out to the southeast- 
ward by way of the main road to escape being cut off. The other 
platoons pulled back along the predetermined route. Company 
B came through Company A as planned and took position on the 
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left flank of the high ground where Q>lonel Allen had deter- 
mined to make his stand. Company A moved to the rear in re- 
serve. However, Company C's losses were such that Company A 
had to come back forward again and take Company C's place in 
the line. Fortunately, the enemy did not press the attack. 

Allen told his men, "This is our last withdrawal. Live or die 
-this is it." 

He had spoken correcdy; the battalion was never pushed from 
that ground though it was still to face its worst ordeal.^' 

The next day was quiet. The men cleaned their weapons and 
waited for Christmas Eve. 



CHAPTER 20 
CHRISTMAS EVE 



CHRISTMAS EVE WAS QUIET. The commanders and 
staffs took official notice of the occasion. To all of the com- 
mand posts within Bastogne went a G-2 reminder from the lOlst's 
chief joker, Colonel Danahy. It was a sitrep overlay in red, white 
and green, the red outlining the enemy positions completely en- 
circling the town and the green showing only in the words "Meny 
Christmas" across the position held by the defenders.^ (Map 18, 
page 156.) 

General McAuliffe also rose to the occasion with an inspired 
communique in which he told his men about the German de- 
mand for surrender and his answer to them. The rest of his 
Christmas message read as follows: 

What's merry about all this, you ask? We're fighting— it's cold— we 
aren't home. All true, but what has the proud Eagle Division accom- 
plished with its worthy comrades of the 10th Armored Division, the 
705th Tank Destroyer Battalion and all the rest? Just this: We have 
stopped cold everything that has been thrown at us from the north, 
east, south and west. We have identifications from four German 
panzer divisions, two German mfantry divisions and one German 
parachute division. These units, spearheading the last desperate 
German lunge, were heading straight west for key points when the 
Eagle Division was hurriedly ordered to stem the advance. How ef- 
fectively this was done will be written in history; not alone in our 
Division's glorious history but in world history. The Germans actu- 
ally did surround us, their radios blared our doom. Allied troops are 
counterattacking in force. We continue to hold Bastogne. By holding 
Bastogne we assure the success of the Allied armies. We know that 
our Division commander. General Taylor, will say: 'W^ell done!" 
We are giving our country and our loved ones at home a worthy 
Christmas present and being privileged to take part in this gallant 
feat of arms are truly making for ourselves a merry Christmas.* 

Privately, on the phone that night to General Middleton, Mc- 
Auliffe expressed his true feeling about Christmas in these words: 
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Map 18 : Christinas Eve at Bastogne 



"The finest Christmas present the 101st could get would be a 
relief tomorrow." 

But General McAuliffe's greeting to his troops proved to be in 
every part a prophetic utterance though the quiet of Christmas 
Eve did not last for long. 

That night the town was bombed twice. During the first raid, 
in the late evening, a bomb landed on the hospital of the 20th 
Armored Infantry Battalion near the intersection of the main 
roads from Arlon and NeufchSteau. It caved in the roof, burying 
20 patients and killing a Belgian woman who was serving as a 
nurse. Another bomb landed on the headquarters of Combat 
Command B, • doing heavy damage and knocking down the 
Christmas tree in the message center. The men set up the tree 
again, and in an elaborate ceremony, one of the sergeants pinned 
the Purple Heart on a mangled doU.^^ 

Except for those bombings Christmas Eve passed without un- 
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usual pressure from the enemy. (Plate 35 A and B.) Tlie jour- 
nal entries of the different regiments all use the word "quiet" in 
describing the period. But that is a word that simply does not 
record the tiunult in the thoughts and emotions of the men of 
Bastogne. Such was their reaction to the Christmas and to the 
memories surrounding it, that for the first time all around the 
perimeter men felt fearful. It seemed to them that the end was at 
hand. That night many of them shook hands with their com- 
rades. They said to one another that it would probably be their 
last night together. Many of the commanders saw this happen- 
ing, though they knew it had little relation to the still strong tac- 
tical situation.^^ (Map 19, page 158, shows the situation.) 

In the 502d Parachute Infantry the officers heard Christmas 
Eve Mass in the tenth-century chapel of the beautiful RoUe 
Chateau (plate 34) which they were using for a command post.* 
It was a happy occasion, well attended by the neighboring Bel- 
gians who had rounded out the regimental messes with contribu- 
tions of flour and sides of beef from their own stores.* 

The regimental officers turned in about 0130 on Christmas 
morning.* 

At 0245 there was an intense shelling of the forward area by 
the German artillery.' Lieut. Colonel Patrick J. Cassidy, the 
502d's executive officer, called Captain Wallace A. Swanson of 
Company A who reported that his front had suddenly become 
active (Map 20, page 1 59). But he added that the situation was 
obscure; he could not figure out yet what the Germans intended.^ 

At 0330 Colonel Cassidy called Captain Swanson again. Swan- 
son said that the enemy was on top of him.' While they were 
talking, the hne went out. Colonel Cassidy awakened Colonel 
Chappuis, the regimental commander.' Then all lines went out. 
Chappuis called his 1st Battalion by radio and told them to get 
ready to move, adding that the commander, Major John D. Han- 
Ion, was to come to RoUe as quickly as possible." By radio Chap- 
puis heard from Swanson that Germans in large numbers were 
in Champs and that his men were locked in a hand-to-hand and 
house-to-house fight with them. Major Hanlon reported at the 
command post and was told by Colonel Chappuis to move Com- 
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Map 19 



pany B to the Champs road just west of Rolle and then get for- 
ward into Champs and help Captain Swanson's Company A.*^ 
While Swanson was becoming engaged, other German forces 
had filtered through the woods to the east of Champs on the 2d 
Battalion's left flank. After reporting this to regiment, Lieut. 
Colonel Thomas H. SutlifFe; the 2d Battalion onnmander, shifted 
part of his force leftward against this threat. Colonel Chappuis 
supported his move by instructing Major Hanlon to send one 
platoon of Company B to the right to join hands with Company 
E. Hanlon called in at 0545^'' and said the Germans were still 
fighting in Champs. He did not want to put the rest of his bat- 
talion into the village until it became light because the darkness 
and confusion were so bad that it was almost impossible to dis- 
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tinguish friend from enemy. Colonel Chappuis told him to hold 
steady. 

As Chappuis and Cassidy estimated the situation at 502d 
Headquarters, Company B was already backing up Company A 
and would still be effective if Champs were lost, whereas it might 
lose its reserve value if it pushed on into the village and the Ger- 
mans came around it." So they waited. They knew that some- 
where a real blow was coming but they could not figure where.^* 
So far the German pressure had jarred them only at the right and 
center of the 502d and was coming at them from the north. They 
looked anxiously to the westward where their sector joined that 
of the 327th Glider Infantry. Their command post was under 
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heavy artillery fire and was no longer in either telephone or radio 
communication with Headquarters, 101st Division.^' 

Just as the first light of Christmas morning broke, the S-2 of 
the ist Battalion, First Lieutenant Samuel B. Nickels, Jr., came 
at a dead run into the ch&teau where the Headquarters, 502d, 
was. "There are seven enemy tanks and lots of infantry coming 
over the hill on your left," he said." He had first sighted them 
moving along parallel to the ridge southwest of HemrouUe. 
(Plate 36.) They were striking toward the ground where the 
502d and 327th joined hands." 

The RoUe Chateau was emptied almost before Lieutenant 
Nickels had finished speaking. Cooks, clerks, radio men and the 
chaplains collected under Captain James C. Stone, the 502d 
headquarters commandant, and rushed west to the next hill.^^ 
From the chateau gate at RoUe, the road dips down through a 
deep swale then rises onto the ridge where it joins the main road 
into Hemroulle, about two miles northwest of Bastogne. The road 
line is on high ground all the way until just before it reaches 
Hemroulle where it drops down again to the village.^" Captain 
Stone's scratch headquarters force ran across the swale and took 
up firing positions close to the road and facing westward.'" Within 
a few minutes they were joined by the men of the regiment's 
wounded who were able to walk. Major Douglas T. Davidson, 
the regimoital sui^eon of the 502d, had run to the chateau stable 
that was serving as a temporary hospital, rallied his patients, 
handed them rifles and then led them out against the tanks.'^ 

They could see the tanks coming on toward them now. From 
the archway of RoUe Chateau it was about 600 yards to the first 
line of German armor. (Plate 38.) Colonels Chappuis and Cas- 
sidy and the radio operator looked westward from the archway 
and could see just the outline of the enemy movement in the dim 
light. They were now the only men at the headquarters.** 

Colonel Cassidy called Major Hanlon and told him to leave 
Company B where it was but to get the company ready to protect 
its own rear and then try to get Company C faced to the west to 
meet the German tanks as they came on.'* 

The 327th Glider Infantry was already engaged. At 0500 
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Colonel Harper had heard by phone from Company A of his 3d 
Battalion that 18 enemy tanks were formed for attack just east of 
Mande-St.-£tienne.^* At 0710 the German armor supported by 
infantry of the 77th Grenadier Regiment smashed through the 
positions held by Companies A and B.*' In coming through the 
companies, the tanks fired all their guns and the German infan- 
trymen riding the tanks blazed away with their rifles. The spear- 
point of the German armor had already broken clear through to 
the battalion command post.^* At the 327th regimental head- 
quarters Colonel Harper heard by telephone of the breakthrough, 
and on the heels of that message came word from Lieut. Colonel 
Cooper that his 463d Parachute Field Artillery Battalion already 
had the German tanks under fire.*' At 0715 Colonel Allen, the 
3d Battalion (327th) commander, called and said that the tanks 
were right on him. 

Harper asked, "How close?" 

"Right here!" answered Allen. "They are firing point-blank at 
me from 1 50 yards range. My units are still in position but I've 
got to run." But Colonel Allen's battalion had not been wholly 
taken by surprise. 'Tanks are coming toward you!" Captain 
Preston E. Towns, commanding Company C, had telephoned to 
Allen. 

"Where?" Allen had asked. 

"If you look out your window now," said Captain Towns, 
"you'll be looking right down the muzzle of an 88."'* 

Christmas Day was just then breaking. Colonel Allen stayed 
at his 3d Battalion, ,327th, command post only long enough to 
look out of his window, and prove what Tovms had told him, and 
to call Colonel Harper and tell him he was getting out. Then he 
ran as fast as he could go and the German tanker fired at him as 
he sprinted toward the woods. He could see the muzzle blasts 
over his shoulder in the semidarkness. But all of the shots were 
leading him. The Germans were giving him credit for more 
speed than his legs possessed. 

Two members of Allen's staff followed him. As they all came 
out of the other end of the woods, men of Colonel Chappuis* 502d 
Parachute Infantry along the ridge road saw them ana prompdy 
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pinned them down with heavy rifle fire. The three then crawled 
back to the woods, circled south through a litde valley and re- 
turned to Hemroulle. 

As they came out of the woods the second time, they were fired 
on by artillerymen of Colonel Cooper's 463d Parachute Field 
Artillery Battalion who had formed a skirmish line in case the 
enemy broke through the infantry. But Colonel Allen was get- 
ting tired of all this and he waved his handkerchief vigprovisly 
until finally the gunners lowered their rifles and let the party 
come in. 

Colonel Harper, on getting the phone call made by Allen just 
before Allen had to dash from his headquarters, realized that 
there was now no control over the 3d Battalion, 327th. So he 
sent his own S-3, Major Jones, with his radio to Colonel Cooper's 
artillery command post and Jones got there just as Allen did, and 
he got through at once to the companies with the radio.'* 

In the meantime the forward line had held (Map 21, page 
163), partly because of the quick thinking of Captain McDonald 
of Company B. He had heard Colonel Allen's urgent report to 
Colonel Harper over his own telephone and he at once called 
Companies A and C by radio. "The battalion commander has 
had to get out," he said to them. "I can see you from where I am. 
Your best bet is to stay where you are. Hold tight to your posi- 
tions and fight back at them."" 

That was what they did. The main body of the German armor 
rolled straight through Company A's lines— 18 white-camouflaged 
tanks jnoving in column. The men of Company A, 327th (First 
Lieutenant Howard G. Bowles was the acting commanding of- 
ficer), stayed in their foxholes and took it, replying with their 
rifles and whatever other weapons were at hand. After the tide of 
German steel had passed over and through them, 4 men of the 
company were dead and 5 lay wounded. But the 68 survivors 
were up and fighting, and in the next round of the battle they 
captured 92 German prisoners.'^ 

Having crashed through Colonel Harper's 327th front, the 
German armor split as it came on toward the ridge and half of it 
swung north toward RoUe where Lieutenant Nickels saw it and 
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warned Colonel Chappuis, commander of the 502d Parachute 
Infantry, in time for him to make his last-minute preparation. 
Companies B and C, 502d, were even then in column of twos 
moving up the road toward Champs.'" 

Thus far Colonel Templeton's 705th Tank Destroyer Battalion 
had played only a minor part in the defense of the sector, but their 
best moments were approaching. Two of the tank destroyers had 
been of some assistance to Captain Swanson (Company A, 502d) 
in his fight for Champs. They were already in position there 
when the German attack got under way, one destroyer in the 
center of Champs and another slightly to the west of it so placed 
that it could cover the road to the southwest and the ridge to the 
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north and northwest. Upon setting up, the tank destroyer crews 
manned four machine guns on the ground around their centrally 
located guns. This position held when the German infantry 
closed on Champs and the tank destroyer force even spared a few 
of its men to go forward and help the paratroopers root the enemy 
out of the houses.^* 

Too, the heavy guns were used for close-up interdiction fire to 
keep the enemy from moving any deeper into the village. In this 
work, the 37mm. guns, firing canister, were especially effective. 
Captain Swanson got one of the tank destroyers, under Sergeant 
Lawrence Valletta, to go forward and blast a house where about 
thirty Germans had taken cover. Sergeant Valletta moved right 
in next to the building, trained his big gun on the doors and 
windows and blew the place apart. He then shelled two more 
houses and returned to his original position. Just about dawn, he 
made a second sortie of the same kind.** 

To the southward of Champs where the crisis of the Christmas 
action was swifdy maturing, the tank destroyers got away to a 
bad start but then staged a swift recovery.*' Two of them from 
Company B, 705th Battalion, had been in the 327th Glider In- 
fantry area and were out along the road which runs from RoUe 
toward Grandes-Fanges, a mile to the southwest (this put them 
to the southward of 0)mpany C, 502d Parachute Infantry), when 
the German attack came over the hill." The crews had at first 
put their tank destroyers into concealment behind a haystack and 
from there had engaged the enemy armor at a distance, knocking 
out two or three tanks.'' Yet as the power of the German armor 
became more obvious, they decided to withdraw." That was how 
it happened that they were moving back toward RoUe and were 
directly in line with the German tank fire when Company C of 
the 502d Parachute Infantry faced toward the enemy.*° 

Both tank destroyers were knocked out almost instantly.** The 
men of Company C saw them reel and stop from the enemy fire 
and realized that the loss of the tank destroyers had helped spare 
them the worst part of the blow.*^ 

The encounter had had one other powerful effect— two tank 
destroyers from Company C, 705th, were waiting in the woods 
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behind Colonel Chappuis' 502d infantrymen. The German ar- 
mor, confident that it was now in full command of the field, 
came on boldly against the infantry line.*'' Colonel Cassidy 
(executive of the 502d) had sent a runner sprinting toward the 
woods to alert the two concealed tank destroyers. The runner 
had been told to run from the guns on to Captain George R. 
Cody's Company C, 502d, position and tell him that the tank 
destroyers would be backing him up. But he didn't get there in 
time.*^ 

The guns of the seven Mark IVs were already firing into Com- 
pany C. About 1 5 to 20 German infantrymen were riding on the 
outside of each tank, some firing their rifles. But the ground fog 
was bad and their fire was erratic. Captain Cody turned his men 
about and told them to fall back to the edge of the forest. With- 
out any part of its line breaking into a general dash for the rear, 
Company C fell back to the shelter of the trees and there took up 
positions and opened fire on the tanks with machine guns, ba- 
zookas, and rifles. Despite the surprise of the German assault, 
this movement was carried out with little loss and no disorder." 

Then swiftly, there was a complete turning of ^the situation as 
Company C's first volleys from its new position took toll of the 
German infantry clinging to the tanks. Dead and wounded 
pitched from the vehicles into the snow. As if with the purpose 
of saving their infantry, the tanks veered left toward Champs and 
the position held by Company B, 502d.*° 

Until this moment the two tank destroyers in the woods behind 
Company C had not fired a round.*' But as the tank line pivoted 
and began to move northward along the top of the ridge, the 
flank of the German armor became completely exposed and the 
two tank destroyers went into action.*' So did Company B, which 
was now firing at the enemy front. Three of the Mark IVs were 
hit and knocked out by the tank destroyer fire before they com- 
pleted their turning movement. One was stopped by a bazooka 
round from Company C. A fifth tank was hit and stopped by a 
rocket from Captain Stone's scratch group from Headquarters, 
502d.*' The infantry riding on the tanks were cut to pieces by 
bullet fire. As Company C s part of the battle ended there were 
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67 Geiman dead and 35 prisoners, many of them woimded, in 
the area around the ruinea tanks.*' 

One tank did break through Company B and charge on into 
Champs. Company A, 502d, fired bazookas at it and it was also 
shelled by a 57mm. gun which had taken position in the village. 
The tank was hit by both types of fire but which weapon made 
the kill is uncertain.*" 

Captain James J. Hatch, S-3 of the 502d, had gone forward to 
reconnoiter Company A's situation and was in the Company A 
command post at the time. He heard the fight going on outside, 
grabbed his pistol and opened the door. He was looking straight 
into the mouth of the tank's 75mm. gun at a range of 15 yards. 

Hatch closed the door and said to the others, "This is no pla^ 
for my pistol."" 

The seventh tank in the German group— it was later deter- 
mined that this was the same tank that had knocked out the two 
tank destroyers— was captured intact at HemrouUe.'* By 0900, 
December 25, the action was cleared up around Rolle. Head- 
quarters of the 502d Parachute Infantry had called 101st I^vi- 
sion Headquarters and asked about the situation of 327th Glider 
Infantry over on its left. Colonel Kinnard (101st Airborne Divi- 
sion G-3) reported that the 327th's lines were generally intact 
and the situation there well in hand."' 

In the 327th's sector there had been four tank destroyers be- 
hind Captain McDonald's Company B and four behind Lieuten- 
ant Bowles' Company A. Captain Towns' Company C was un- 
supported by tank destroyers but Colonel Harper had sent him 
two Sherman tanks on hearing that the German attack was cara- 
ing." 

These guns, the bazooka fire of the 327th Glider Infantry out- 
fits and the barrage fire of Colonel Cooper's 463d Parachute Field 
Artillery Battalion had dealt in detail with that part of the Ger- 
man armor that tried to ride on through toward Hemroulle after 
breaking Harper's front." The German tanks were fired at from 
so many directions and with such a mixture of fire that it was 
not possible to see or say how each tank met its doom." One 
battery from the 463d stopped two tanks at a range of 600 
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yards and then some men ran out from the battery position and 
captured the crews. Eighteen German tanks had been seen on. 
that part of the 327th Glider Infantry's front that morning. 
Eighteen tanks had driven on through the infantry. But not one 
got away. When the fighting died at last there were eighteen 
disabled German tanks, many of them with fire-blackened hulls, 
scattered out through the American positions along the ridges 
running from Hemroulle to Champs.'^ 

In the 502d Parachute Infantry area, the wire maintenance 
men had kept on working right through the fire fight and by 
0900 the lines were again in solid." None of the Gennan infan- 
try had managed an escape.'* 
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Map 23 

The few survivors, upon recoiling, were rounded up by the 
members of Colonel Allen's overrun 3d Battahon, 327th. The 
German tankers died inside their tanks. 

Although Company C, 502d, had been compelled to engage 
without artillery support because of the closeness of the action, 
its losses were negligible. It was put in position along the high 
ground west of the scene of the skirmish. At about the same time 
the Company C fight ended. Company A, 502d, was getting 
Champs under control and was doing the last of its rat hunting 
through the village houses. Company B was put over to the east- 
ward of Company A to fill out the line as far as the 3d Battalion. 
In getting to this position, Company B, 502d, took heavy losses 
from enemy artillery while moving across the high ground nordi 
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of Champs, but by 1500 the position was complete (Map 22, 
page 167). Company A counted 98 Germans killed and 79 en- 
listed men and 2 officers captured in the Champs action/" 

About 0800 on Christmas, 101st Division moved Force Cherry 
out through HemrouUe to a position on the high ground along 
the edge of the woods to the southward of the 502d Parachute 
Infantry. Colonel Cherry stayed there until after dark to cover 
the restoration of the 1st Battalion, 327th, position. He then 
pulled back to Hemroulle." A German field order captured dur- 
ing the morning fight showed that the German tank and infantry 
mission that came to grief along the ridge south and west of Rolle 
had been attempted by the 1 1 5th Panzergrenadier Regiment of 
the 15th Panzergrenadier Division (Map 23, page 168). Two 
battalions of the 77th Panzergrenadier Regiment, supported by 
the division artillery of the 26th Volksgrenadier Division, had 
implemented the assault against Champs and to the southward 
which preceded the Panzer advance.** 

Christmas day closed with Colonel Chappuis and Colonel Cas- 
sidy of the 502d sitting down to a table spread with a can of sar- 
dines and a box of crackers." 

General McAulifFe, disappointed that no relief force had come, 
called General Middleton and said, "We have been let down." 



CHAPTER 21 
THE RELIEF 



ON THE MORNING of December 26, the German forces 
renewed their pressure against the western side of the Bas- 
togne perimeter (Map 24, page 171). But they did not press their 
attack in real strength and the American hnes held solid. Around 
the other parts of the defending circle, the day was relatively 
quiet though both sides intensified their air activity. 

The intervention of the air directly hastened the hour when the 
enemy encirclement of Bastogne was broken through by the arrival 
of the armored column from the south. Since 0600 on December 
22, the three Combat Commands of the 4th Armored Division 
had been fighting their way steadily toward Bastogne by three 
separate routes from their assembly areas north of Arlon. They 
had met intense resistance all the way along the line and had 
taken heavy losses in men and tanks. By 1 500 on December 26, 
Combat Command Reserve of the 4th had arrived at the high 
ground overlooking Clochimont and was preparing to attack 
toward the village of Sibret. This put the command about four 
miles to the southwestward of Bastogne with their local objective 
about one mile to their own northwestward. As the attack was 
about to get under way, the men saw and heard what seemed to 
be "hundreds" of C-47 planes coming direcdy over them and 
bound for Bastogne. The spectacle encouraged Lieutenant Colo- 
nel Creighton W. Abrams, Jr., commanding the 37th Tank Bat- 
talion, and Lieutenant Colonel George L. Jaques, commanding 
the 53d Armored Infantry Battalion, to make a break for Bastogne, 
disregarding their original mission. They believed that Sibret 
was strongly held. Colonel Abrams' force had been cut down to 
twenty medium tanks and Colonel Jaques* force was short 230 
men. They figured that it might cost less to ignore Sibret and 
attack straight toward Bastogne. 

At 1520, December 26, Colonel Abrams ordered his S-3, Cap- 
tain William A. Dwight, to take a light team composed of tanks 
and infantry, break northeast to the village of A^nois and keep 
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moving until he reached the Bastogne lines. The artillery with 
Combat Command Reserve, 4th Armored Division— three bat- 
talions of 105mm. and one battery of 155mm. howitzers— was 
directed to stand ready to place a concentration on Assenois as 
the team moved up to it. Such was the plan. 

In the execution of it, the commander of the leading tank 
called for artillery support as soon as he came within sight of the 
village. The guns poured ten rounds apiece against the target, 
concentrating their fire against the woods north of town and into 
an area in the southern edge of town where the enemy was sup- 
posed to be strongly fixed with antitank guns. Combat Command 
Reserve's shells were still dropping on Assenois when the first 
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tanks moved in among the houses. There were some infantry 
losses from our own fire. In the smoke and confusion, the infan- 
try company of Captain Dwight's team dismounted and engaged 
the enemy in a fight for the village. 

But five tanks and one infantry half-track stuck to the letter of 
their assignment and kept moving toward Bastogne. Three of the 
tanks had forged several hundred yards to the fore and the enemy 
strewed Teller mines between them and the rest of the tank 
force as they were pulling out of Assenois. The half-track hit a 
mine and was destroyed. Captain Dwight jumped down from his 
tank to clear the other mines away, so that he could get forward 
with his two tanks. Meanwhile, the three lead tanks kept going 
and at 1650 First Lieutenant Charles P. Boggess, commanding 
oflBcer of Company C, 37th Tank Battalion, drove the first vehicle 
from the 4th Armored Division to within the lines of the 326th 
Airborne Engineer Battalion, 101st Division, .of the Bastogne 
forces. 

This was the beginning. The German encirclement was now 
finally broken, though some days would pass before the American 
lines to the south were again firm and several weeks of fighting 
would ensue before the siege of Bastogne was finally lifted. Cap- 
tain Dwight, having followed Lieutenant Boggess on into Bas- 
togne, radioed Colonel Abrams to come up with the rest of the 
breakthrough team. 

With them came Major General Maxwell D. Taylor, com- 
mander of the 101st Division, who had flown back from the 
United States to join his Division. General Taylor had arrived in 
time to lead his men through their bitterest days of fighting on 
the Bastogne ground, the days yet to come. 

Captain Dwight then continued on to report to General Mc- 
Auliffe and arrange for the convoys to enter the town that night. 
Assenois was cleared by 2000, December 26, with the capture 
of 428 prisoners. Before morning, the woods on both sides of 
the road running north from Assenois were cleared sufiiciendy to 
assure relatively free use of this line of communication.^ 

Much hard fighting still remained for the other two combat 
commands of 4A Armored EHvision before they, too, closed to 
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within the Bastogne perimeter. By their drive north, they had 
opened an avenue to the south which would insure that the vic- 
tory won by the Bastogne defenders could be fully exploited by 
the United States Army and the forces of its Allies. 

The relief of Bastogne signaled the defeat of the German 
Army in the Ardennes oflEensive. But it had cost the 4th Ar- 
mored Division a pric^ comparable to that exacted from the de- 
fenders of Bastogne themselves.* In the seven days during which 
its forces were moving to the relief of Bastogne the Division lost 
about 1,000 men. Its total mediimi tank strength at the end of the 
period was equal to the full tank strength of a single battalion.' 
As for what this victory— won by the defenders of Bastogne and 
confirmed by the force that relieved them— availed the Allied 
cause, and as to how it influenced the emergency of Deconber 
1944, there is an official estimate from the command of 12th 
Army Group. 

The After Action Report for December 1944 says: 

Preoccupation with the key position of Bastogne dominated enemy 
strategy to such an extent that it cost him the advantage of the initia- 
tive. The Gemian High Command evidently considered further ex- 
tension to the west or north as both logistically and strategically 
unsound without possession of Bastogne, as that town overlocMcs tl^ 
main roads and concentration areas of the spearheads. By the end of 
the month, the all-out effort in the north had become temporarily 
defensive; in the west there was a limited withdrawal, and the array 
of German forces around Bastogne clearly exposed the enemy's 
anxiety over that position. Until the Bastogne situation is resolved 
one way or the other no change in strategy can be expected.* 

How well those words were sustained by the further passage 
of events is now history. 



APPENDIX 
THE ENEMY STORY 



IN ONE RESPECT, the Bastogne story is complete as told in 
the preceding chapters. There is the battle as it was seen by 
the defending forces from within the Bastogne perimeter and as 
it could be clarified for them by all of the normal and accessible 
sources of information such as our own official documents, cap- 
tured enemy documents, interviews with our key personnel at 
all levels, and interrogation of such of the enemy as fell into 
our hands in the course of operations. To preserve the integrity 
of the narrative from the viewpoint of the defenders, it seemed 
essential that the material be presented in that form. Moreover, 
since it will be noted in reading this added chapter that the errors 
caused by so doing were minor indeed, the Bastogne story be- 
comes tangible proof of the competence of our own methods of 
acquiring intelligence of the enemy and of estimating his capa- 
bilities. 

There remains, however, the question of exactly what was 
occurring among the enemy forces while our own forces were de- 
fending Bastogne so stoutly. What was their design? How did 
they view the American action? How did their estimate and 
judgment of the tactical events modify their own plan and 
movement? 

It has been said in high places that the enemy was not really 
trying to capture Bastogne. This judgment was taken after a 
cursory examination of his plan which fell into our hands in 
the course of the war. But that is not a final truth and if the full 
importance of all that happened in the first days of the Bastogne 
defense is to be accurately measured by history, the witnesses 
must speak from the opposing camp. 

In November and December 1945 there took place a series 
of conferences between the three chief actors in the attack on 
Bastogne and the author of the Bastogne story. Present were Lieu- 
tenant General Heinrich von Liittwitz, Commanding General 
of the XXXXVII Panzer Corps, Lieutenant General Fritz Her- 
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mann Bayerlein, Commanding General of the Panzer Lehr Divi- 
sion, and JMajor General Heinz Kokott, Commanding General 
of the 26th Volksgrenadier Division. Colonel Meinhard von 
Lauchert, the commander of the 2d Panzer Division, was not 
present nor was his presence deemed necessary. Of the three 
divisions, the 2d Panzer had h^d least to do with the direct attack 
on Bastogne; and further, the Corps commander, having form- 
erly commanded that division and having a sentimental feeling 
for it and not too much faith in Von Lauchert, had directly 
supervised its operation during the German advance. With what 
at least appeared to be utmost candor, the three enemy com- 
manders proceeded to discuss all that had happened to them. 

There were in all ten conferences on these matters, during 
which the commanders worked with all of the necessary maps 
and such staff notes as were available to them. Inasmuch as the 
data on the American operation were already complete, it was 
easy to provide the check points which would establish the ac- 
curacy of their story in all particulars. Colonel H. W. O. Kin- 
nard, who had been G-3 of the 101st Airborne Division during 
the Bastogne operation, also attended these interrogations. The 
meeting with Kinnard was a visible shock to the German com- 
manders. It seemed incredible to them that this boyish-faced 
soldier had been one of their principal antagonists. They asked 
several times for reassurance on this score. Liittwitz said, "Are 
you certain he was chief of operations? Isn't it possible that he 
was only the chief for one regiment?" 

Liittwitz is an old-time cavalryman. Now past fifty-eight, he 
is large, gross and paunchy. His monocle and his semi-belligerent 
manner of speech would suggest that he is the typically arrogant 
Prussian, but among other German commanders he had the 
reputation of being especially kind to troops. He would talk 
only when he had a map before him; then he liked to lay pencils 
on the map to represent the movements of his regiments. What 
was most remarkable about him was that in battle he seemed to 
have concerned himself more with the movements of squads 
and companies than with the employment of divisions. He was 
frequently hazy about how his regiments had been disposed 
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but he could invariably say what had been done by a particular 
patrol or outpost. Once he starts talking, he is extremely windy. 
He appeared to be chagrined over the fact that he authored the 
request to Bastogne to surrender; the other commanders con- 
cerned all regard that request as a military faux -pas. But they 
believe that Liittwitz has the "Nuts!" message and that he has 
hidden it away somewhere as a valuable historical document. 

Bayerlein is a short, solidly built man of fifty, sharp-featured 
and keen of eye. All of his actions are vigorous and his aggres- 
siveness in and out of conversation reminds one of a terrier. This 
outward seeming hides the fact that he is suffering from a fatal 
kidney ailment. He prides himself on the fact that in the past 
ten years he has taught himself to speak English. While, work- 
ing with the American Historical Section, he sat down one eve- 
ning and wrote as a diversion a fifty-page history of the United 
States which was quite accurate. His contempt for Liittwitz is 
obvious. When Liittwitz rambles in his conversation, Bayerlein 
waves a hand in his face and snarls, "Not important! Not im- 
portant!" He believes that Liittwitz made the worst fumbles at 
Bastogne though the record indicates that Bayerlein's individual 
actions and estimates cost the Cbrps some of its finest opportuni- 
ties. About those mistakes and the mistakes of all others, he is 
brutally frank. They become almost a mania with him. When 
confronted with his own gross blunders, he puts his head back 
and laughs with abandon; it seems to be about the one thing that 
thoroughly amuses him. 

Kokott is a shy, scholarly and dignified commander who never 
raises his voice and appears to be temperate in his actions and 
judgments. Now past fifty-two, he is doubdess the steadiest man 
of the three. In his account of batde, he is stricdy objective. He 
shares Bayerlein's opinion of Luttwitz but is more amused than 
resentful. Better than any other commander, he saw the true 
situation at Bastogne though he also made his share of mistakes, 
as the record shows. He felt, even more strongly than the others, 
that adherence to the original plan at Bastogne became unwise 
on December 19 but he is a natural optimist and he expected 
to win the batde. 
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The onfall of XXXXVII Panzer Corps against the front held 
by the American 28th Infantry Division and the general conse- 
quences of that onfall have been brieflly told in Chapter 1 of 
diis book. Having made its penetration, the further movements 
of XXXXVII Corps were intended to be consistent with the over- 
all policy of the Fifth Panzer Army throughout the German 
Ardennes offensive: The mobile divisions would by-pass points 
of resistance and remain free to continue the movement; the 
clearing out of islands of resistance would be done by the slower- 
moving infantry bodies. The policy of the Army was duly trans- 
mitted from Corps down to the divisions. It was believed that 
the two armored divisions could quickly overrun Bastogne be- 
fore resistance there could solidify. In their sweep directly west- 
ward, the boundary between the 2d Panzer Division on the right 
and the Panzer Lehr Division on the left, for the attack on Bas- 
togne, was an east-west line about halfway between Bastogne and 
Noville. The objective of the 2d Panzer Division was the same 
crossroads X south of the Bois de Herbaimont which figured so 
prominendy in the American story. The purpose of the Panzer 
Lehr Division was to take Bastogne by attack from the south. 
This was the original order as established by the initial plan. 
It was not changed before the batde opened although it was in 
a degree modified. 

On December 12, Liittwitz called his division commanders to- 
gether, and addressing his remarks especially to Bayerlein, the 
commander of Panzer Lehr, he said to all of them: "Bastogne 
must be taken. Otherwise it will remain an abscess on our lines 
of communication. We must clear out the whole of Bastogne 
and then march on." He added the instruction that if Bastogne 
was found to be relatively open, it should be attacked directly 
by the most feasible route, but that if it were defended in 
strength frontally, the two armored divisions should attempt to 
envelop and attack the rear or west. These two expedients fail- 
ing and quick capture of the town appearing impossible, the 
two armored divisions were to continue their general advance 
and the 26th Volksgrenadier Division was to undertake the in- 
vestment and capture of Bastogne. The effect which this con- 
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ference produced on the minds of the subordinate commanders 
is to be measured in the story of their separate actions and de- 
cisions. 

In the attack of December 16 against the general American 
front, the Corps attacked with 2d Panzer Division on the right 
flank and 26th Volksgrenadier Division on the left, and Panzer 
Lehr Division in reserve. Penetrations into our lines having been 
made, during December 17 the Panzer Lehr Division moved 
ahead of the 26th Volksgrenadier (Map 25, page 178). On the 
right, the northern bridgeheads across the Clerf and Our rivers 
had been built by the 2d Panzer Division; these were the bridge- 
heads enabling the movement of enemy forces along the road to 
Longvilly. On the left the engineering units of the 26th Volks- 
grenadier Division had done the necessary bridging to enable 
Panzer Lehr to cross the Clerf and Our and push on for Bastogne. 
The two southern bridgeheads opened onto secondary roads by 
way of which Panzer Lehr could cut the lines of communication 
south of Bastogne and attack the town initially from that direc- 
tion. 

The 2d Panzer Division advanced rapidly throughout that 
day and the next day. Heavy resistance from our 28tn Division 
units in Clervaux slowed its pace on December 17; but after that 
there was no check to the progress of the 2d Panzer Division 
until it came almost to the road intersection to the east of Long- 
villy, where it intended to veer north and proceed toward No- 
ville. 

In mid-aftemoon of December 17, Liittwitz, the XXXXVII 
Corps commander, visited his front lines where his armor was 
pushing westward from the bridgeheads. He returned late in 
the day to his CP near Karlshausen on the east bank of the Our 
River to find a message from his communications officer lying 
on his desk. It read that he had intercepted an American radio 
message saying that the American airborne divisions, then near 
Reims, had been alerted for a fast movement to the batde area. 
Liittwitz looked once more at the map and reasoned that they 
would be sent to Bastogne. 

To Liittwitz, this spoke volumes. In his own words: "Ever 
since the Amhem operation our command had feared another at- 
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tack by airborne forces. When the message came in, we knew 
not only that there would be no such attack but that the Ameri- 
can Army must be extremely short of reserves in the immediate 
vicinity. Otherwise, it would not commit airborne divisions of 
such high standing to the battle." But the. knowledge that those 
forces were bound by ground movement for the same objective 
as his own forces did not change his plan or his instructions. 
He was already proceeding toward Bastogne with all possible 
speed and he calculated that he could get there before our air- 
borne units arrived, and he would be opposed by negligible 
forces in so doing. 

During December 18, the advance continued, with both Ger- 
man armored divisions adhering to the boundaries established 
in the original plan. Through the day there had been no inter- 
ruption of progress in either lane that dimmed Liittwitz's hope of 
beating the opposing forces into Bastogne. As the night drew on, 
his divisions were promisingly poised: The forward elements of 
the 2d Panzer were at the point east of Longvilly where the di- 
vision was to turn north from the main road. The forward ele- 
ments of Panzer Lehr were at Niederwampach, to the south 
(Map 26, page 180). 

It is to be noted that the turning movement of the 2d Panzer 
Division was taking place at such a distance from the roadblock 
of our 9th Armored Division in Longvilly (which was in process 
of being supported and then replaced by the forces under Cap- 
tain Ryerson of Team Cherry, Combat Command B, 10th Ar- 
mored Division) that both of these armored bodies could have 
carried out their assignments without head-on collision. The 
German force was, of course, turning a shoulder and then ex- 
posing a flank toward the American armor in Longvilly; more- 
over, it was assumed by the German commander that the Ameri- 
can armor was in march toward him. He therefore took steps 
to cover the avenues of approach leading toward his exposed 
flank. At the same time the Americans in Longvilly, knowing 
nothing of the turning movement, took it for granted that this 
German column was coming on down the main road. It was there- 
fore almost inevitable that the two forces would engage but the 
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extent of engagement was limited by the mutually exclusive 
character of their separate missions. 

Panzer Lehr, however, was under no such restriction, since 
Bastogne lay within its boundary. It was only a question of which 
was die most opportune road and hour, whether time was left 
to go direcdy at the town or whether it was the better part of 
wisdom to strike first at the lines of communication leading 
south. To do the former, Bayerlein, then at Niederwampach, 
would have to get his striking force moved northwest to the Long- 
villy-Bastogne road— the smoothest route into town. 

It seems altogether probable that the soaring ambition of this 
commander was responsible for his decision. He wanted to take 
Bastogne in person and the quick thrust was the only way to 
do it. He talked to some Luxembourg civilians in Niederwam- 
pach; they told him that the side road through Benonchamps to 
Mag^ret was in good condition and perfectly feasible for the 

Eassage of armor. They said, "It looks bad but will get better and 
etter." In this they misled him but the intelligence was enough 
to get him started. The road was narrow and deep in mud and 
became steadily worse. But no resistance was encountered and 
having started from Niederwampach at 2200, the force crossed 
the Luxembourg-Belgium border at midnight and reached 
Benonchamps one hour later. In the force was one battalion of 
infantry from the 902d Panzergrenadier Regiment, fifteen Mark 
V tanks and one battery of artillery, all under the command of 
the 902d Regiment's! colonel, although Bayerlein went along in 
one of the lead tanks and appears to have personally directed the 
task force. 

At 0200 the force reached Mag^ret on the main road. There 
a Belgian civilian told Bayerlein that two hours earlier an Ameri- 
can force of fifty tanks and forty other armored vehicles under 
an American major general had passed through Mag^ret going 
east at about midnight. He was of course referring to Ryerson's 
scant force of tanks but the degree of exaggeration in the Bel- 
gian's statement was enough to offset all the damage that might 
have been caused by his disclosure. It shook Bayerlein badly 
and from that point on, the farther he moved forward the more 
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he was constrained to worry about the security of his rear. 
Because he now knew that there was American armor oper- 
ating along the Longvilly road between him and the German 
main body, Bayerlein set up a road block in Mag^ret composed 
of three tanks, some supporting infantry and a minefield cover- 
ing the road from the east— the same roadblock that split Team 
Cherry and contributed so much to Ryerson's subsequent dif- 
ficulties. The Germans at Mag^ret were certain that they could 
hear American armor moving around in their immediate vicin- 
ity but so dark was the night and such the confusion made by 
the slow movement of the last of their own vehicles into Mageret 
that they could not be sure where the sounds were coming from 
and hesitated to open fire for fear of hitting their own. The 
passage of this armored striking force onto the Longvilly road 
with the object of capturing Bastogne was regarded by the 
Americans who partially observed it at the time as only a 
"strong patrol action." It was so reported to Colonel Cherry and 
by him to Colonel Roberts. The Americans were still expecting 
the main enemy thrust to come straight down the main road. 

At about 0400 the German force in Mageret began to draw 
fire from the near-by terrain. Though not gready harassed, it 
fought back for about an hour and a half. At 0530 Bayerlein 
started his tanks on down the road to Neffe. As they worked 
their way cautiously along toward that hamlet they drew con- 
siderable fire from the high ground to right of the road. It is 
probable that this resistance came from retreating elements of 
the 9th Armored Division which had taken to the hills at the 
approach of the German column. The German force kept mov- 
ing. The lead tank hit a mine at Team Cherry's roadblock just 
east of Neffe and blew up; the Germans did not receive any fire 
from the Americans who had been manning the block and saw 
no signs of these men. So far not a shot had been fired and they 
got the impression that Neffe was undefended. 

While the remaining mines were being cleared away from 
the road, one infantry company moved south of the tracks and 
advanced toward the Neffe Chateau. The company had no close 
tank support for the ground was still much too wet for armor. 
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So in this double-pronged fashion, the advance got under way 
again at 0550, with the armor (eleven tanks) riding the main 
highway. At 0700 the head of the armor reached the NefFe sta- 
tion and there it paused for almost an hour— an interlude that 
cost Bayerlein his one chance to strike Bastogne before Q>lonel 
Ewell could get started All of the dash had gone out of the man 
by this time. There was no good tactical reason for the pause. 
But his ovm doubt about the situation stayed him. When the 
order to proceed was at last given, the tanks advanced down the 
Bastogne road about 200 yards. Then they were struck by Ameri- 
can 6re. A machine gun in one of die leading German tanks 
had opened fire at about the same time. It was hard to say who 
had fired first. [Here note that what Colonel Ewell had con- 
sidered to be an enemy roadblock was in fact a striking force 
in motion.] The German recoil was immediate. The loss to the 
German infantry from Colonel Ewell's opening fire was insig- 
nificant but the reaction among the foot forces was enough to 
deny the tanks the prospect of immediate support. The infantry 
wouldn't move and the tanks couldn't go forward alone. This 
deadlocked the advance for the necessary interlude. Then when 
Captain McGlone's battery went into action against the NefFe 
position an hour or so later, the impact was great, About eighty 
Germans were killed or wounded at NefFe within the first hour 
or so. Bayerlein, convinced by the sound (there w^s no obser- 
vation because of fog and he was misled by the sound of the 
glider 105mrii. gun M3) that he was being opposed by armor, 
retired to a cave near the Ne£Fe station. 

By noon, Bayerlein's mood was one of extreme pessimisjn. 
He had felt out the situation on his ri^t and had found Colonel 
Ewell's left already advancing. Also, he had been impressed by 
fire that was coming at him from his left— the probable source 
of which was the small force o( men under Colonel Cherry in 
^e NefiFe Ch&teau. He imagined that infantry battalions were 
advancing against both his flanks and that the battalion on the 
north was about ready to close in on Neffe. So he returned to 
Mag6ret, where the American tanks rolling back from Long- 
villy were continuing to hit against his armored roadblock. He 
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passed through the village during the noon hour, some time be- 
fore Ryerson's force really went to work against the block. His 
men had captured an American hospital in Mag^ret and he 
asked one of the nurses to look after his wounded. His nerve 
was working better now. He noted that the nurse was "young, 
blonde and beautiful." He no longer had any thought or push- 
ing forward with his initial task force and he had about con- 
cluded that the capture of Bastogne would require the utmost 
effort on the part of his entire division. 

It is now necessary to follow the course of the 2d Panzer Divi- 
sion through these same hours. That division was under orders 
to capture Noville as soon as possible. Having made the north- 
ward turn to the east of Longvilly, the point of the division ad- 
vanced rapidly toward Bourcy, meeting no resistance en route. 
The small action at the Bourcy roadblock Cdescribed on pages 53- 
54), although seemingly inconsequential, was sufficient to con- 
vince the division commander that he was blocked in that direc- 
tion and that Noville was probably strongly held. He so advised 
the Corps commander and the course of the division was turned 
north so that Noville could be attacked from several sides. The 
men at the Bourcy block had mistaken this point for a "recon- 
naissance element" and concluded that they had made off after 
completing their mission. Instead, the block had changed the 
course of an entire division. There followed the heavy attacks 
against Noville on December 19 with the tactical results de- 
scribed earlier in the book. Its road temporarily blocked by this 
engagement, the 2d Panzer Division on the morning of Decem- 
ber 19 was strung out along the road all the way from Noville 
back to the northwest of Allerbom. 

By afternoon of December 19, Bayerlein, commander of the 
Panzer Lehr Division, had begun to feel himself harassed from 
every side and was thinking of extricating what he considered 
to be his "pocketed" forces. In his own words: "As to my own 
position, I felt that the resistance on my flanks would have to be 
annihilated before I could again attack. The movement of the 
infantry regiment which had come out of Bastogne to attack 
me had reacted decisively on my thinking. Their fire superiority 
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at Neffe was something I had witnessed with my own eyes. I 
thought and said that we should attack Bastogne with the whole 
XXXXVII Corps." 

In these calculations, an overstrained imagination undoubted- 
ly played a strong part. During the day, elements of Panzer 
Lehr (Bayerlein's reconnaissance tattalion) covered on their 
south flank by the third regiment of Kokott's Division— the 39th 
Fusiliers of 26th Volksgrenadier— had pushed on toward War- 
din. As we saw earlier, they had a limited success there and one 
of Colonel Ewell's companies of the 502d Parachute Infantry- 
Company I, on his extreme right— had been fragmented. But 
Bayerlein had eyes and ears only for the signs and sounds of 
enemy fire on his left, a state of mind aggravated no doubt by 
the activity of Team O'Hara's guns which had not supported 
Colonel Ewell's attack on Wardin but which were continuing 
to punish all enemy forces within sight or hearing. 

Bayerlein, by his own account, gained the distinct impression 
that strong American forces had arrived in Wardin and were 
about to envelop his left; he could not conceive that the Ameri- 
can infantry had been defeated there and that the American 
armor was preparing to withdraw to ground closer to Bastogne. 
The time had come, Bayerlein concluded, to direct every energy 
to the extrication of his force. But this was not easy to do. He 
felt that retirement by the narrow, winding road on which he 
had come— the road to Benonchamps— was now out of the ques- 
tion. If he were to make it at all, he would have to completely 
destroy and clear the American roadblock at Longvilly and move 
by the main highway. These were his thoughts after he had 
moved farther rearward from Mag^ret and he so reported them 
to his Corps commander, adding his personal urging that the 
plan be changed and that the entire Corps be thrown against 
Bastogne. 

During these same hours, the XXXXVII Corps commander. 
Lieutenant General Liittwitz, had received nothing but bad news 
from any part of his front. In sum, he had heard that Bayerlein 
had been stopped at Neffe, that parts of the 77th Regiment of 
the 26th Volksgrenadier Division had been stopped east of 
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Bizory (by the 501st Parachute Infantry), and that the 78th 
Regiment of the 26th Division had been stopped at Hill 540, 
southeast of Foy (by Colonel Sink's forces). General Kokott, 
too, had expressed the same gloomy views as Bayerlein. He real- 
ized that the 101st Airborne Division had beaten him to Bas- 
togne. And feeling that his own division might not be equal 
to the task of dislodging them, he urged that the entire Corps 
be committed to the task. 

Liittwitz reported to Fifth Panzer Army that each of his divi- 
sion commanders had gathered the impression that the enemy 
was in extraordinary strength at Bastogne. He added his recom- 
mendation that the original plan be changed and that the 
XXXXVII Corps be solidly committed to the reduction of Bas- 
togne. Army refused the request, but it added a strange amend- 
ment to the previous orders. The Corps as a whole was given 
permission to renew the attack on a limited scale, since the 
position of the Panzer Lehr Division had become seriously 
compromised and so had that of the two northern regiments 
of the 26th Volksgrenadier Division. This was how matters 
stood on the highest level at 1600 on December 19. 

But on the tactical plane, Corps and all three divisions had 
been harassed mainly by thoughts of what might happen unless 
they destroyed the Longvilly roadblock. They had gone to work 
on that problem in early afternoon with such results that they 
should have become convinced they had reduced it to a cipher. 
The consequences to the American armor of the German at- 
tack against the Longvilly position on the afternoon of Decem- 
ber 19 have been described earlier in their bare detail. But 
neither Captain Ryerson nor Lieutenant Hyduke had any idea 
then what major forces had been arrayed against them. In the 
course of the forenoon, out of Panzer Lehr, the 901st Panzer- 
grenadier Regiment, one tank destroyer battalion with about 
twenty TDs, and an artillery battalion, had collected in the area 
of Benonchamps. Bayerlein, worrying about the NefFe-Mag^ret 
forces and the probable involvement of his reconnaissance bat- 
talion—the Panzer Lehr Division's reconnaissance training battal- 
ion—which had been shaken out farther to the south, seized on 




Map 27: Destruction of the Longvilly Block, December 19 



THE ENEMY STORY 



189 



the Benonchamps forces to break the grip of the Longvilly block. 

Bayerlein did not realize at the time that a body of American 
armor was collected at the position which he was about to attack, 
for he had received principally mortar and small-arms fire from 
that direction. He had already begun to discoimt the story told 
him by the Belgian the night before and was now swinging 
around to the idea that there was no American armor on his 
rear. This is die reason why he weighted his attack heavily with 
infantry. He ordered the force to attack from Benonchamps 
through the woods toward Longvilly, going east. Fifteen of the 
TDs were to give strong preliminary and supporting fires; the 
other five TDs were directed to accompany the two companies 
of infantry to the high ground. It was a trick, he said, that he 
had learned from opposing our 4th Armored Division in Nor- 
mandy. 

This assault force reached the top of Hill 490 a litde time after 
1400. From there, they saw the welter of American armor and 
motionless combat vehicles strung out along the Longvilly road, 
the tanks trying vainly to break away from their own trap. It 
was a target they had not expected at all, and it lay fully vulner- 
able at range of 1,500 to 2,000 yards. The other tank destroyers 
came forward. The twenty heavy guns of the TDs opened fire 
and so did all other weapons. CMap 27, page 188.) 

Nor was that all. To support Bayerlein's NeSe position on 
the right, Liittwitz had ordered one regiment from the 26th 
Volksgrenadier Division to move to Bizory via the most direct 
side road. The advance elements of that regiment, the 77th, had 
already taken the road from Oberwampach going through Nie- 
derwampach. The rear elements were still within convenient 
reach to die southeast of the Longvilly block. Liittwitz, not know- 
ing of Bayerlein's action, met the commander of the regiment 
on the road between Oberwampach and Niederwampach and 
directed him to collect all artillery and heavy weapons in the 
general area and attack Longvilly from the southeast. He did so, 
and the force which went forward was heavy in antitank gims. 
By accident rather than from design it arrived at the high ground 
south of Longvilly simultaneously with the opening of Biyer- 
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lein's attack and its gunpower was added to the impact of the 
TDs. 

Colonel Meinhard von Lauchert, commanding the 2d Panzer 
Division, had talked with Liittwitz about the Longvilly block, 
but since his own people were turning north some distance short 
of the American armor, it hadn't concerned him overly in the 
beginning. But when he drew fire from the Longvilly direction 
Cthe action taken by the batteries supporting Hyduke) during 
the morning of December 19 and the shells threatened to in- 
terdict his turning movement, he directed that five or six 88mm. 
guns be set up at the road junction below Chilfontaine to counter 
the American fire. This battery had been in operation for per- 
haps two hours when the two attacks were launched against 
Longvilly from the southeast and southwest. Its guns continued 
to fire and do great execution upon the stalled American column 
during the hours when the guns along the southern line were 
raking the armor point-blank. Here was surely the strangest 
passage in the whole enemy attack on Bastogne— all three divi- 
sions engaged at one time, bringing together the greatest fire 
concentration produced during the first phase of the siege. And 
their luckless target was a force which already felt itself defeated 
and was simply looking for a way out! 

The bombardment lasted for about two hours, but even after 
that the German infantry did not close in. After Hyduke and 
his group fell back on Ryerson, who was trying to break through 
Mag^ret and so open a road of escape for what remained of the 
American force, some few American riflemen remained hidden 
amid the viTreckage of the American armor and kept the enemy 
at bay with rifle fire— or at least that is the explanation of the 
German commanders. Dark was almost at hand when the Ger- 
mans moved out onto the road. Liittwitz, fascinated by the spot, 
strolled among the riven hulls and noted that it was a strange 
place for a battle. This portion of the road was a kind of sacred 
way, lined on both sides with large stone crucifixes and a dozen 
or more heroic figures of saints. Tlie burning armor was jammed 
in among these objects; the sacred images had served to block 
the way out. But Liittwitz looked the tanks over carefully and 
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concluded that Von Lauchert's guns had done most of the dam- 
age. 

It was a melancholy night for Liittwitz. He was under the 
impression that a strong American force had arrived at Wardin. 
And if that were true, it was a serious impingement on any effort 
to attack Bastogne from the south. His immediate problem was 
a kind of tactical monstrosity. He could use his entire corps 
against Bastogne and yet he had to commit it in such a way 
that there would be no chance of fin involvement that would 
militate against the accomplishment of his basic mission to keep 
on advancing. He was dropping infiltration for the moment but 
he W!is not undertaking siege: there was no time to coordinate 
a general plan. 

In the morning he felt a little better. Word came that Bayer- 
lein's reconnaissance battalion (Panzer Lehr Division) had taken 
Wardin. Liittwitz felt that this eased his situation, though no 
one bothered to tell him that Wardin had fallen into his hands 
without struggle because there were no Americans there. On 
the right the 2d Panzer Division took Noville somewhere near 
the middle of the afternoon, and again the Corps commander 
grew confident that the Americans were yielding to his superior 
force. He thought that an outflanking movement directed at 
Noville by the 2d Panzer Division from the northwest had 
brought off the capture of the village. He didn't know that the 
pressure on the American right rear had anything to do with it 
—a 'pressure coming from one of Kokott's regiments. Kokott's 
men had come through the woods and were pressing on Foy. 
It was this pressure that persuaded Colonel Sink to ask for 
permission to withdraw. So during most of that day Liittwitz 
entertained an illusion that his hit-and-run effort was succeed- 
ing. 

His hopes were again dashed by what happened to his center. 
The 901st Regiment, Panzer Lehr Division, tried for Marvie in 
the hours of the late morning and was repulsed. However, to 
Liittwitz that was no more than an incident in the battle; he 
hadn't expected much. But when Bayerlein hit again from Neffe 
just after dark fell, and his attack was stopped cold, the whole 
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command reacted gloomily. Again Bayerlein got a slightly exag- 
gerated idea of the forces opposing him. "I was stopped by a tre- 
mendous artillery [true enough] and I also found myself op- 
posing a great number of tanks [not accurate]. The effect was 
overpowering. We were stopped before we could begin." Again, 
to General Bayerlein the shock at Neffe was decisive. It also 
spelled failure for the Corps as a whole. 

TTie Corps, meanwhile, had been extending westward to the 
south of Bastogne. When Liittwitz heard that units of the Pan- 
zer Lehr Division had taken Wardin, he told General Kokott 
to take his reconnaissance battalion and the 39th Regiment, and 
swinging on a wide arc toward Sibret, make ready to attack Bas- 
togne from the south. The advance followed the general line 
through Lutremange to Villera-la-Bonne-Eau to Hompr^ to 
Sibret but the roads on this line were so difficult for the armored 
cars that they had to advance well to the southward of the forest. 
Sibret was captured about 2000. The 39th Regiment reached 
high ground one kilometer north of Remoifosse and the wood 
one kilometer north of Assenois and there was brought in check, 
chiefly through the efforts of Colonel Harper's 327th Glider 
Infantry and the engineers. Having taken Sibret, Kokott's recon- 
naissance battalion went on to Chenogne, where it was brought 
in check temporarily. 

Thus the Corps stood on the night of December 20, with Bas- 
togne almost solidly in its embrace. On the south was Kokott's 
39th Regiment (26th Volksgrenadier Division). To the south- 
east, near Marvie, was Bayerlein's 901st Regiment (Panzer Lehr 
Division). And next to it, confronting Neffe, was hi's 902d. The 
77th and 78th Regiments of Kokott were on each side of the jail- 
way running northeast out of Bastogne. Across the north, block- 
ing all roads, were the elements of the 2d Panzer Division. That 
division was advancing to the west, and the extension of the gen- 
eral line, in so far as it was concerned, consisted only of roadblock 
elements whose mission was to protect the flank of the marching 
column. 

Yet despite this apparently excellent situation of the Corps, 
Liittwitz felt that night that so far as Bastogne was concerned, 
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he was temporarily defeated. His chief subordinates, too, with 
the exception of Kokott, believed that the enforced continuation 
of the advance of the mechanized divisions to the westward, leav- 
ing the Bastogne assignment to Kokott's division, dimmed the 
prospect for a final victory. They had been impressed by the 
strength of the Bastogne forces and they felt that the task re- 
quired unremitting pressure from the entire Corps. 

In the course of December 21, Kokott's reconnaissance bat- 
talion got almost to the highway near Mande-St.-£tienne be- 
fore being stopped by Colonel Harper's forces. The day was 
given over largely to the shifting of regiments as Kokott's divi- 
sion took over the general assignment which the day previous 
had been a Corps responsibility. Panzer Lehr was bound for 
Morhet. Bayerlein's 902d Regiment was replaced on the Bas- 
togne line by Kokott's 77th, and his 78th Regiment took over 
the sector which had been held by the 2d Panzer Division. One 
regiment, the 901st, and some of the special elements of the Pan- 
zer Lehr Division were left behind, passing into Kokott's com- 
mand. 

On that day, also, the reconnaissance group of the 2d Panzer 
Division got only as far as Tenneville. Liittwitz by now was de- 
voting his entire attention to the progress of the 2d Panzer. He 
had wanted the reconnaissance group to move fast through the 
Bois de Bande and reach Bande by nightfall, but for some rea- 
son he couldn't get his lead forces rolling and the division strung 
out all the way from Tenneville to Bourcy. He found out later 
that the head of his column had been stopped by "strong enemy 
forces" maintaining a roadblock at a crossing southeast of Tenne- 
ville. This was, of course, the block maintained by Company B 
of Allen's battalion of the 327th Glider Infantry. It held up the 
progress of the 2d Panzer Division for one whole day, and of 
this delay much resulted subsequendy. On December 22 and 23 
the division pushed on only a little way; it was for the 2d Panzer 
Division a day of endless stopping, starting and turning, the 
sounds of which gave the defending forces within the Bastogne 
perimeter the impression that a tremendous enemy build-up was 
taking place to the north of them. [The patrols into Rouette led 
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by Lieutenant David E. White of 502d Parachute Infantry were 
in fact hitting against the outposts covering the flank of this with- 
drawing division.] Again word came to Liittwitz that the 2d Pan- 
zer Division's road was blocked by a stoudy held enemy road- 
block. The report came from the same regimental commander 
who had engaged Company B, 327th, on December 21. 

On the night of December 23-24, Liittwitz went forward in 
person to examine the block. He received no fire as he came 
within range of it, so he rode on to the block and began taking 
the logs down. The block had been undefended throughout the 
entire time and the division had lost two days because of the 
hesitancy of this regimental commander who was subsequently 
court-martialed for cowardice. It cost the division dear, and not 
alone in time, for its vehicles were still strung out over these 
roads when the skies lifted and the American air strike came. 
Haltingly, and with other similar bad experiences, the division 
continued on its way toward Marche, Liittwitz accompanying 
them. 

Kokott, on taking over the main burden of reducing Bastogne, 
was at first flushed with optimism. On the morning of Decem- 
ber 20, he had been at Wardin, where an American shell hit 
his CP truck, killed the other occupants and propelled Kokott 
against the wall of the village church. He was badly stunned; 
it was his closest call of the war. But he had been encouraged 
by the taking over of the position. After briefing the 39th Regi- 
ment and the reconnaissance battalion for the move westward 
toward Sibret, he went with them, to make certain that they 
moved as he wanted. So doing, he gained a first-hand impres- 
sion that Bastogne was wide open on the south and west. He 
saw dertain of die American elements which, either in moral or 
physical dissolution, were attempting to move south away from 
Bastogne. But what he saw he mistakenly interpreted. He 
thought these retreating fractions signified that the Bastogne 
defense was now disintegrating. This suspicion became a con- 
viction when at Sibret he talked to a Belgian who assured him 
that the Bastogne garrison was falling apart. Arriving at his CP 
at Bras at 0200 on the morning of December 21, he was further 
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cheered by the news that the 5di Parachute Division on his left 
flank (to die south) was making good progress. Kokott had found 
the roads very muddy, greatly choked hy disabled vehicles left 
behind by both armies and frequently disturbed by artillery fire 
from within Bastogne. 

The next two days were largely given over to maneuver, as Ko- 
kott's 26th Volksgrenadier Division extended westward in an at- 
tempt to complete the envelopment. The 77th Regiment was 
shifted to confront Bastogne from the northwest quarter; the 78th 
was to the 77th's left in the northeast sector; the 901st of Panzer 
Lehr Division still confronted the Marvie sector; the 39th Regi- 
ment was astride all roads leading into Bastogne from the south- 
east; the reconnaissance battalion had almost closed the circle 
on the west side and was moving toward the town from the south- 
west. On the west side between the reconnaissance battalion 
and the 77th Regiment, there was a small armored force from 
Panzer Lehr Division. But even so, where the road ran from 
Bastogne to Champion, the line had not been rounded out. The 
American fire upon this artery was so intense that Kokott's forces 
could not gain the road, though they had it under such fair ob- 
servation that they could interdict it effectively against American 
traffic. 

For the time being, the 26th Volksgrenadier Divison was 
sufficiendy supplied with gasoline, having taken over some 
American stores during the swing through to Sibret. Mortar and 
artillery shells, however, were running short and this had be- 
come a drag upon operations. General Kokott didn't have the 
slightest suspicion that the opposing camp was plagued by the 
same problem. He noted that whenever the American artillery 
spoke, it did so in heavy concentrations. It was seldom that a 
single gun fired for in the interest of conserving ammunition 
there was little use of harassing fires. To Kokott's mind this sug- 
gested that the American artillery was being used with confidence 
and he reasoned that it must be amply supplied with ammuni- 
tion. Heavy concentrations equal heavy supply: that was how 
he reasoned it. 

Matters worsened on December 23. To the southward there 
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was a near crisis when Kokott's rear began to feel pressure from 
the American thrusts northward to relieve Bastogne. Kokott's 
forces first became aware of the pressure when elements of the 
5th Parachute Division fell back into their area. There were 
five newly arrived Tiger tanks near Kokott's CP. He didn't know 
where they had come from and he didn't stop to inquire. He 
sent them on down the Clochimont road in an effort to restore 
the situation. Soon after the German tanks departed, Kokott 
saw the first American troop-carrier planes come over on the Bas- 
togne re-supply mission. He and his officers saw the parachutes 
dropping; they thought that additional paratroops were arriving 
to swell the ranks of the defenders. The effect was, as he ex- 
pressed it, "to increase the disorder in the ranks of the attackers." 

That night, on Corps order, he attacked Marvie, intending to 
smash through to Bastogne. The 901st Regiment was sent against 
Marvie, while the 39th Regiment, on its left, moved along the 
main road from Assenois. In an extension of this same line, form- 
ing roughly a half circle, the reconnaissance battalion, 26th 
Volksgrenadier Division, also moved to the attack and for the 
first time was able to close its grip on the Bastogne-Champlon 
road. The attack failed, as related earlier in the book. Kokott 
received early reports that his forces had "captured" Marvie [an 
exaggeration] but he never knew that the Panzer Lehr Division 
had broken the line at Hill 500 that night or that some of its 
tanks had entered Bastogne. [Kokott's comment on this was: 
"They took only the first few houses and then reported to me 
that mey had captured the village. I acted on the assimiption 
that they were telling the truth. This is a very common type of 
error in our operations."] 

On the same night, while the Marvie attack was flickering, 
Kokott was visited at his CP by General Hasso-Eccard Man- 
teuffel, Commanding General of the Fifth Panzer Army. An 
order had come down from XXXXVII Corps that Bastogne would 
be attacked again on Christmas Day and Manteuffel had come 
in person to give his instructions. By this time the German high 
command was thoroughly alarmed. The continued resistance at 
Bastogne and the southern action in support of it were holding 
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up the advance of their entire Seventh Army. ManteufFel said 
it was necessary to hurry the conquest of the town because re- 
sistance from the south against the 5 th Parachute Division was 
increasing hour by hour. He added, "Bastogne must be taken at 
all costs." 

ManteufFel asked Kokott what he proposed and Kokott said 
that inasmuch as he had tried from every other direction and 
had taken heavy losses, he would now attack from out of the 
northwest. The 77th, which was the freshest of his regiments 
and had taken the least losses, was holding this sector. He rea- 
soned, too, that the Americans would be looking primarily to 
the east and south and that their strength would be deployed 
in these directions, vdth weakness in the northwest. [He was 
all wrong about this. The forces were strongest and freshest 
in the area he proposed to attack.] His final argument was that 
the terrain in the northwest was the most favorable for the em- 
ployment of armor, being relatively open and firm, so that the 
tanks would not have to be bound by the roads. 

ManteufFel then agreed to put the 1 5th Panzergrenadier Divi- 
sion at Kokott's disposal and directly under his command for this 
attack. The division was only then moving up, a veteran division 
with considerable experience on the Italian front, and it would 
arrive in good condition. 

The forward elements of the 15th Panzergrenadier Division 
reached the sector confronting Champs and Hemroulle about 
2200 on December 24. There were immediately available two 
artillery battalions, one tank battalion (with about thirty medium 
tanks and tank destroyers) and the spearheads (two battalions) 
of the first two infantry regiments. For the troops of that divi- 
sion, it was simply a question of how many could get forward 
to the assembly area before jump-off time. Kokott had decided 
that he had to attack in the dark because, of American air super- 
iority and he had set the hour at 0300 on Christmas morning. 
He reasoned further that his troops would have to be in Bastogne 
by 0800, for he felt that he would not be able to continue the 
attack advantageously after daylight. 

The greater part of the first two regiments of 15th Panzer- 
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grenadier Division got forward in time to be fed into the attack, 
along with the tank battalion. Some of these men rode the tanks; 
others followed in an infantry line that wavered from the be- 
ginning, because its members had had litde chance to catch 
breath or get their bearings after arrival at the front. Kokott's 
77th Regiment attacked on the left against Champs, and he had 
the impression that this was the only part of the attack that got 
off strongly. His reconnaissance battalion, to the southward of 
the sector where the elements of the 15th Panzer Division struck 
against Colonel Harper's position, was also supposed to have 
joined in the attack, although this demonstration made almost 
no impression on the defenders. The troops confronting the east- 
em and southern parts of the perimeter were ordered to support 
the attack with continuing fires to prevent reinforcement of the 
westward-facing positions. 

Thus the plans and intentions of the enemy in the Christmas 
Day fight. The results were as described in an earlier chapter. 
By 1000 Kokott knew that his plan was irretrievably lost. At 
1200 he asked XXXXVII Corps for permission to stop the attack 
and reorganize. Corps refused, saying that it had become abso- 
lutely necessary to capture Bastogne, since the pressure on the 
south was becoming uncontainable. But the fight [at the hinge 
of our 327th Glider Infantry-502d Parachute Infantry front] 
had run its own course and was already dying. Kokott reluctantly 
renewed the attack, knowing now that the only eflfect would be 
to increase his losses. 
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List of the 10 1st Aihborne Division Recobss for December 1944 

ABl— Annex I, Wist Airborne Division, L-450: G-1. After Action 
report, G-1 Journal 19-31, Strength and Casualty Reports, Chaplain 
Report, Civil Affairs Report, Sui^eon Report, Provost Marshal Report, 
Post Office Report. 

AB2— Annex 2, lOlst Airborne Division, L-450: G-2 After Action 
Report, G-2 Journal 19-31, G-2 IPW Summaries, G-2 Periodic Reports 
19-31. 

AB3— Awwex 3, 101st Airborne Division, L-450: G-3 Journal 19-31, 
G-3 Periodic Reports 18-31. 

AB3A— I Olst Airborne Division SigO, L-450: After Action Report, 
Radio and Traffic Diagram, Field Order 1. 

AB4— Annex 4, 101st Airborne Division, L-450: G-4 Report, G4 
Journal, Report of Air Resupply, Administrative Orders. 

AB5— Annex 5, 101st Airborne Division Artillery, L-450: After Action 
Report, Journal and File, Maps and Overlays. 

AB6— Annex 6, 327th Glider Infantry: After Action Report, S-2 Peri- 
odic Reports, S-3 Periodic Reports, S-1 Journal, S-2 Journal, Overlays; 
Field Order 2, Operations Memos. 

AB7— Annex 7, 501st Parachute Infantry, Lr450: After Action Report, 
Overlays, Field Orders, Casualty Reports, Supporting Documents, Journal. 

AB8— Annex 8, 502d Parachute Infantry, L-450: After Action Report, 
Casualty Reports, Periodic Reports, Field Orders, Overlays, Journal. 

AB9— Annex 9, 506th Parachute Infantry, L-450: After Action Report, 
S-2 Journal, S-3 Journal, Casualty Reports, Overlays, Field Orders, Peri- 
odic Reports. 

ABIO-Annex 10, 321st Glider Field Artillery Battalion, L-450: After 
Action Report, Critique, Journal, Casualty Reports, Maps. 

ABl 1— Annex 11, 377th Parachute Field Artillery Battalion, L-450: 
After Action Report, Critique, Journal, Casualty, Awards, etc.. Support- 
ing Documents. 

ABl 2— Annex 12, 463d Parachute Field Artillery Battalion, L-450: 
After Action Report, S-2 Journal, S-3 Work Sheet and File, Periodic Re- 
ports, Overlays and Documents. 

AB13-Annex 13, 907th Glider Field Artillery Battalion, Lr450: After 
Action Report, S-1 Daily Reports, S-3 Daily Reports, Administration and 
Disposition Reports, Journal, Overlays and Maps. 

AB14— Annex 14, 81st Airborne Antiaircraft Battdion, L-450: After 
Action Report, Casualty Reports, Awards, etc.. Overlays. 

ABl 5— Annex 25, 326tn Airborne Engineer Battalion, L-450: After 
Action Report, Journal, Casualty Reports and Awards, etc.. Periodic Re- 
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AB16— Awwex 16, 101st Airborne Signal Company, L-450: After Ac- 
tion Report, Casualty, Awards. 

AB17— 326tfe Airborne Medical Company, L-450: After Action Report, 
Casualty, Award?, etc. 

AB18— 426tfe Airborne Quartermaster Company, L-450: After Action 
Report, Journal, Casualty, Awards, etc. 

AB 19— 80] St Airborne Ordnance Maintenance Company: After Action 
Report. 

AB20— 101st Airborne Reconnaissance Platoon, L-450: Narrative, 
Awards and Decorations. 

AB21— JOJst Airborne Division, L-450: After Action Report and Maps. 

Interview Record, 1 0 1 st Airborne Division 

The following interviews were recorded in Bastoene, Belgium, January 
1945 (unless otherwise noted) by the historian indicated in parentheses: 

M31— Brigadier General Anthony C. McAulifiFe, Acting Commanding 
General, 101st Airborne Division (Marshall). 

M32-Lieutenant Colonel H. W. O. Kinnard, G-3, 101st (Marshall). 

M33-Lieutenant Colonel Carl W. Kohls, G-4, 101st (Webber). 

M34— Colonel Joseph H. Harper, Commanding Officer, 327th Glider 
Infantry (Marshall). 

M35— Lieutenant Colonel Julian J. Ewell, Commanding Officer, 501st 
Parachute Infantry (Marshall). 

M36— Lieutenant Colonel Steve A. Chappuis, Commanding Officer, 
502d Parachute Infantry, and Lieutenant Colonel Patrick F. Cassidy, 
Executive Officer, 502d (Marshall). 

M3 7— Lieutenant Colonel Clarence F. Nelson, Commanding Officer, 
907th Glider Field Artillery Battalion (Marshall). 

M3 8— Captain James E. Parker, Air Control Officer (Westover). 

M39— Lieutenant Colonel Roy C. Allen, Commanding Officer, 3d Bat- 
talion, 327th Glider Infantry (March 1945; Westover). 

M40— Private First Class Elmer E. Lucas, 326th Medical Detachment. 
(This interview was held in Paris, France, April 1945; Westover.) 

Interview Record, Combat Command B, 10th Armored Division 

The following interviews were recorded in Bastogne, Belgium, January 
1945 (unless otherwise noted), by the historian indicated in parentheses: 

M41— Colonel Wm. L. Roberts, Commanding Officer (Westover). 
M42— Letter from Colonel Roberts to Colonel Marshal}, February 18, 
1945. 

M43— Lieutenant Colonel Henry T. Cherry, Commanding Officer, 3d 
Tank Battalion (Westover). 

M44— Lieutenant Colonel James O'Hara, Commanding Officer, 54th 
Armored Infantry Battalion (Westover). 

, M45— Major William R. Desobry, Commanding Officer, 20th Armored 
Infantry Battalion (Westover). 
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M45A— Narrative Summary of Operations of 4th Armored Division in 
the relief of Bastogne December 22-29, 1944 (Clark). 

Interview Record, 705th Tank Destroyer Battalion 

The following interviews of units were recorded in Bastogne, Belgium, 
January 1945, 1^ Lieutenant Webber: 

M46— 705th Tank Destroyer Battalion, with Lieutenant Colonel Clif- 
ford D. Templeton, Commanding Officer. 
M47-70 5th Supply. 

M48— 1st Platoon Reconnaissance Company. 
M49— 2d Platoon Reconnaissance Company. 
M50— 3d Platoon Reconnaissance Company. 
M 5 1 —2d Platoon Company A. 
M 52— 1st Platoon Company B. 
M 5 3— 2d Platoon Company B. 
M54— 3d Platoon Company B. 
M5 5— 2d Platoon Company C. 
M56— 3d Platoon Company C. 

Other Source Material CRecoro) 

S57— 506th Parachute Infantry Narrative (January 8, 1945). 
85 8— Field Order, 77th Grenadier Regiment. 

559— Diary Walcher (901st Panzer Lehr). 

560— 501st Parachute Infantry Summary of Action (draft). 

561 — 327th Glider Infantry Narrative (draft). 

562— Transportation Corps Narrative. 

563— Combat Command B, 10th Armored Division, After Action Re- 
port (January 5, 1945). 

564— Combat Command B Journal excerpts. 

565— Request for Citation for 3d Tank Battalion, Combat Command B, 
10th Armored Division. 

566— 769th Antiaircraft Artillery (automatic weapons) "Battalion Jour- 
nal (excerpts). 

567— 54th Armored Infantry Journal (excerpts). 

568— 420th Armored Field Artillery Journal (excerpts). 

569— Team Hustead Journal (excerpts). 

570— 333d Field Artillery Group After Action Report. 

571— Third Army— Notes on Bastogne, January 15. No signature, from 
Lieutenant Colonel Hugh M. Cole. 

572— Brigadier General Gerald J. Higgins (February 5, 1946) (Mar- 
shall). 

573— Major William R. Desobry (January 20, 1946) (Marshall). 

574— Conversations with 101st Division StaflF (November 1945) 
(Marshall). 
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Interviews and other source material, cited in the footnotes by letter 
symbols (e.g. M30, are listed below. The interviews and excerpts from 
official records are deposited in the Historical Section, Headquarters Euro- 
pean Theater of Op^tions. 

CHAPTER 1— THE SITUATION 

1 This information is from the European Theater of Operations Histori- 
cal File of interviews with high-ranking German commanders. It comes 
from interviews with Colonel General Jodl and Field Marshal Keitel and 
is confirmed by all subordinate commanders interviewed. 

' The entire chapter, exc^t as indicated in the note just above, is based 
on After Action Report, VIII Corps, December 1944. 

CHAPTER 2— THE CONCENTRATION ON BASTOGNB 

^^'From the file on the conversations of Lieutenant General W. B. 
Smith, Chief of Staff of SHAEF and Major General Harold R. Bull with 
historians on September 20, 1945. 

1BS7I, December 16, 1944. 

' M41 and S64. Orders to pass initial point were as of 171215 Decem- 
ber but the actual passing was at 1320. 

°AB2I, Narrative, page 1; M32; records XVIII Corps. The time of 
0800 in the Kiimard interview is an obvious error for 2000. 

♦M46. 

'This is the essence of the summary given in the 12th Army Group 
After Action Report for December 1944, Paragraph 13. 
•S64,M41. 

M32. Information from Colonels Moore and Kinnard, records XVIII 
Airborne Corps. 

''^ Information from Colonels Moore and Kinnard, records XVIII Air- 
borne Corps. 

«M32; "M32; •BS72, S74; "M32; "M32, AB21; "ivi32, AB21. 
Records XVIII Airborne Corps, information from Colonels Moore and 
Kinnard. M32, in error, rives General McAuliffe's objective as Bastogne. 
AB21 correctly explains the situation as it is described here. The ticts 
concerning traffic in M32 agree with the known situation of AB21. 

» S64, M41; " S64, M41; » M42; " Historian's observation; M42; 
"»S73; "M33. 

^•862; AB4, Narrative, page 1; ABl. In the Strength Report for De- 
cember 18, 1944, the Effective Strength of the lOlst Division is listed as 
805 officers and 1 1,035 enlisted men, a total of 11, 840. The exact number 
who moved forward is not known as this total includes those not yet re- 
turned from pass and those who remained in Mourmelon to maintain the 
base camp. 

'0 S62, AB4. G-4's estimate of 2000 as the departure time is supported 
by the 327th After Action Report. 
"M32; "M31. 

M32, and information from Colonels Moore and Kinnard. 
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Information from Cblonels Moore and Kinnard. 

Letter from General Middleton to Colonel Marshall, July 1, 1945. 
"M32; S72; "M41; mM46; 29M47; »»M46. 

CHAPTER 3— TEAM CHEBRY 

^ All the material from which this narrative is produced is based on the 
interview with the members of Team Cherry. The records of Team 
Cherry were completely destroyed during the Christmas Eve bombings of 
Bastogne and consequently there is no ofi&cial record of the operation of 
Colonel Cherry's force other than the interview and what Colonel Rob- 
erts, commanding officer, Combat Command B, 10th Armored Division, 
could say of Team Cherr/s operation. 

CHAPTER 4— FIRST MEETING WITH THE ENEMY 

^M35. Colonel Ewell told Colonel Marshall about this during their 
conversation. The two men had a close acquaintanceship extending back 
to the Normandy campaign. However, Colonel Ewell was rated this way 
by all cl his fellows. He mentioned his visit to Bastogne as a matter only 
of passing interest. It seems likely that this remarkable coincidence would 
never have been brought to light except that Ewell had to explain how he 
knew his own troops were on the wrong road initially. Colonel Ewell was 
badly wounded a few hours after the interview. 

2 AB3, M32. The order of march directed by General McAulifFe was: 
501st, 506th, 502d, 327th, with 81st Antiaircraft Battalion following the 
501st and 326th Engineers following the 506th. 

»M32; *M32, M35; »M32. 

' M3 1, M32. The paragraph that follows this is from the Ewell inter- 
view. 

' M35. Colonel Ewell was asked whether he told them and he said no. 

* M32. This was the situation as Colonel Kinnard understood it to be 
and as he made note of it at the time. But it was not precisely the situation 
as it existed. 

»M31. 

^*'M31.The discrepancy between this and the preceding paragraph is 
a difference in Kinnard's and McAulifFe's understanding of the situation 
of the roadblocks. In any case it is inconsequential. 

1' M3I. McAuliffe in his interview stated this very positively. 
M31. His exact words. 

^' M31, M35. Ewell felt that McAulifFe was looking for a general solu- 
tion. McAuliffe used the phrase "good old Leavenworth solution" in 
talking to Marshall. 

^*-* All of the interviews make this point obvious. 

^*BFrom letter to Colonel Mashall by General Middleton, July 1, 
1945. 

" M35; "M35; " M35. Quoting Ewell exactly. 
"M35. 

^* M31. McAuliffe's words were put down exactly as he said them. 
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'<>M31; "M31; "M31; ^^M3,7; ^^Mil, M35; "M35; ^''AB?; 
"AB7; «8M31; 2»M37; ^"MSS. 

'1 M35. The Historian's examination of the terrain verified this. 

"M35, AB7; "MSS, AB7; »*AB13, M37; "AB13, M37; »«AB7, 
M35. 

From the Historian's observation of the country. 
38M35; »»M35; «M35. Ewell's words are quoted exactly; "M35. 
M35. This was Colonel Ewell's impression of what happened and it 
was supported by his conversation with prisoners of war. 

*^ On the day of the interview the building was hit and shelled repeat- 
edly. In the Nunnery yards that morning a truck loaded with 200 mines 
was blown up. Not one particle of the bodies of the 12 men who were 
loading it could be found. Whether the truck had been hit by a shell was 
never determined. 

CHAPTER 5— EAST OF BASTOGNE 

iM35;2M41,S63. 

' M35. Colonel Ewell said he got better coordination this way. 
*AB7, M35. Ewell did not know what had been happening to Team 
Cherry around Mag^ret. 
= AB7, M35;«AB2, M35. 

^ M35. Ewell said he had no prior knowledge of this group. Yet Kin- 
nard and McAuliffe had received the information from Middleton. 
8M44; 9M44, S64; "M44; "M44; "AB7, M35. 
"AB2, AB7, M35; "M44, S64; "M35; "M35; "M43. 

CHAPTER 6— HOLDING THE CHATEAU 

'M43. 

^ As this is identical with Major Bottomly's estimate to Colonel Ewell it 
seems probable that men coming through gave Bottomly his information. 

' Since the chateau was west of the German roadblock and the west 
wall faced toward Major Bottomly, this may have been American fire. 

* There were supposed to be two Engineer roadblocks in the vicinity, 
one between Bastogne and NefFe and the other at Mont. Colonel Ewell 
says that he found no engineer group on the Longvilly road. The Mont 
block was intact when Griswold got there. The group that came to the 
chateau may have been driven off the Longvilly road by the German fire 
and after going to the chateau decided to rejoin the other group. The His- 
torian was not able to establish the fact. 

' The work of this party was not known to Colonel Ewell and does not 
appear in the battalion journal. It appears in the Combat Command B 
Journal and the Team Cherry interview, and is confirmed in the inter- 
view with Colonel Kinnard. 

° Such is the confusion of battle that 101st Division command post had 
the impression that Team Cherry had burned the chateau before with- 
drawing in order to keep it from falling into enemy hands. 

»S64. 
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CHAPTER 7— TEAM DESOBRY AT NOVILLE 

^ M35. Colonel Robeits also expressed this view on the 28th Division 
to Westover, but it was not placed in the interview. 

2M45, S64, S73; »aM45, S64; S73; «S72, S73; »0S73. 

* M3 1 , S72. McAiiliffe likewise says that LaPrade was sent to Noville 
because of Desobry's predicament. 

OM45, S57;«M31; 'S57, S64. 

*M45. This is not the construction placed upon the advance by the 
Journal of the 506th Parachute Infantry which says that Graeral Mc- 
AulifFe told LaPrade to take command. The latter must be in error be- 
cause General McAulifFe says nothing of the kind and the facts are that 
he didn't give authority to put LaPra^ in command. 

•S57; "M45. 

M45, S64. It is an interesting fact that the Journal of the 506th has 
almost nothing to say about this conspicuous service done the regiment by 
Rice although the Journal does make reference to their acute supply situa- 
tion. However, this is somewhat characteristic of forces acting in juncture. 

CHAPTER 8— ATTACK AND WITHDRAWAL 

1M45, S57, S64; 2M45, S57, S64; »M45, S57, S64; *S57; »M45, 
S57,S64. 

^ From S57, backed by statements made to Westover in an interview 
with battalion officers on March 13, 1945. 

' There is a time discrepancy between the M45 and S64 with S57 at 
this point but darkness came early because of the bad visibility. 

* The 506th Parachute Infantry claims that five of these tanks were de- 
stroyed but the statement is considered insufficient because proofs were 
lacking and in view of the conditions already described. 

»M45; 1° M45. 

From statement by Harwick to Marshall. This statement was never 
committed to writing because it was made in answer to a question prior to 
an interview which was to be held at a later hour. Before the interview 
could be held Harwick was hit. 

"S57, S64; i»S57, S64, S72; "S57; "From Harwick. 

i« S57, S64; " M45; "M45, S57; " M31; ''"M31; " M31, M36, S57. 

"S72; ''»S72;"S73. 

CHAPTER 9— DOUBTS AND DECISIONS 

^ Examination of the assembly area overlay alongside of how the battle 
developed makes this fact self-evident. However there was considerable 
discussion between General McAuliffe and the Historian which is not in- 
cluded in the notes. General McAuliffe said that when the siege was over 
he felt that his choice of the assembly area was one of his most fortunate 
decisions and that he would not have altered it in any way looking at bat- 
tle retrospectively. He said that he had not given a great deal of thought 
to the situation before making his decision hut that he "felt" that the area 
selected was the right place. 

»M31. 
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»M31, M32, and letter to Colonel Marshall from General Middleton, 
July I, 1945. 

*M33; =M32, S61; «M32; 'M33; 8M33; »M33; "M32. 
M33 and confiimed by the statements of many other witnesses to the 

historians. 

"M4I; "M4I; "S64; i= M41, S64; "M4I, S64. 
^' After Action Report, 73d Armored Field Artillery, for December 
1944. 

After Action Report, 58th Armored Field Artillery, for December 
1944. 

^*When the newspaper correspondents at last reached Bastogne this 
battalion received more attention than all of the other artillery combined. 
20 S41;" S41;« S41. 

''»S41. After Action Report, VIII Corps, for December 1944, After 
Action Report, 4th Armored Division, for December 1944. 
"M41;"M41. 

M4I. Colonel Roberts said he was very sorry to see these men go. 
^' M37. The substitute ammunition proved quite satisfactory. Accord- 
ing to Nelson its close-up position enabled Baker Battery to make more 
eflFective use of the M2 ammunition. The observers had remained with the 
forward platoons and this was true of most of the Bastogne operation with 
the result that casualties among forward observers ran very high. Nelson 
lost four observers killed. Many of the missions therefore had to be ad- 
justed by infantry observers and Nelson said that the results were generally 
excellent. Due to atmospheric conditions the greater part of the adjust- 
ments had to be made by sound. When observation permitted time fire 
was used with good results. 

M37, but sustained by researches at all other points. Most of the sup- 
ply points listed in VIII Corps' Administrative Orders Nos. 39 and 40 of 
December 18 and December 19 were either in enemy hands or had been 
moved to the rear by the hour the orders were received. VIII Corps radioed 
G-4 one time that there were 7,000 or more rounds of 75mm. howitzer 
ammunition in the abandoned ammunition supply point No. 128. G-4 
asked where that depot was located but never received a reply. On Decem- 
ber 20, Captain Salve H. Matheson, S-4 of the 506th Parachute Infantry, 
drove to St. Hubert and to Bellauz in a fruitless search for small-arms am- 
munition. Major William C. Young, 101st Division Artillery S-4, reported 
that both the ammunition officer and the artillery officer of Corps said that 
the nearest ammunition supply point which had 105mm. M3 ammunition 
was Audun le Roman, which is in the south of Luxembourg. The 101st 
Division also received the slightly ironic information that a train loaded 
with ammunition of all the types desired by the 101st was being unloaded 
at Bertrix. 

*»M33; »<>M33; "M33; »3M41. 

CHAPTER 10— THE REPULSE 

^ M35. However, the Historian talked to perhajw a dozen of Colonel 
Ewell's officers to gather their general impression of how the stragglers 
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acted and how the combat force reacted and all statements were to the 
same point. 

2 1V135; 2 M52, M53; * M52, M53. 

^M52, M53. This disagrees with Colonel Ewell's statement of force 
engaged but Ewell said he was uncertain of the facts. 
''AB2; ^M52, M53; 8M35; »M35. 

^'>M52, M53. The 501st Parachute Infantry had no record of when 
action ended. 

"M35; "M35, S60; "M35. 

The Historian checked up on the location of these tanks. 
"M35. 

From the Historian's examination of situation. 

Ewell was convinced that the presence of the tank destroyers made 
this change. 

" M52, M53; ^« M35; =«'M52, M53; M35, M52, M53, S60; " M52, 
M53. 

2= M52, M53. S60 has no entry on this fact. 
"M35,M52,M53. 

'° M35. The Historian's observation of the terrain verifies this. 

'"M32. 

"M36. 

^* Because of the fog, this action was especially "confused" and neither 
regiment had any clear idea of what had happened or how the killine 
ground had been established. To clarify the story, Colonel Marshall held 
a series of company and patrol after-battle interviews. The story was put 
together with the aid mainly of the enlisted participants. This episode 
and the action at the Loncviily block were at first regarded as minor inci- 
dents in the general battle. As additional facts came to light— particu- 
larly the enemy story— their pivotal nature was revealed. General Higgins 
was of the opinion that had both regiments seen and exploited this oppor- 
tunity more promptly and strongly, it would have produced one or the 
sharpest defeats to the enemy during the Bastogne battle. (Interview with 
Marshall February 5, 1946.; 

CHAPTER 1 1— RUNNING BATTLE 

iM45,S=57. 

*This is shown by his conversation with Chappuis as reported in M36. 

' The Historian had several discussions with Colonels Sink, Ewell, Kin- 
nard and others concerning the nature of the Noville position at the time 
when the 1 01st Division attacked toward it in early January, and this was 
the estimate which all concerned placed upon it. 

*M36; »M36; «M45; ^S57; ^M55; 'MSS; ^''MSS. 

"M45, M55, S57; "M55; "M45. 

^* Harwick witnessed this incident and gave this detail during his in- 
formal interview with Colonel Marshall which was not committed to 
writing. 

^''M45. Confirmed by Harwick's description to Marshall though Har- 
wick also thought that a tank destroyer came from the other direction and 
fired on the G^man tanks. In this he appears to have been mistaken. 
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1^ Colc»nel Roberts told Westover about this but Westover did not make 
note of it at the time. 

Harwick reported this to Colonel Marshall and at the same time he 
was. telling Colonel Sink about it and was expressing his regrets that he 
had lost some good men. He even named the men. However, the tankers 
did not report to Westover that they used any paratroopers at this time, 
and therefore the facts are not confirmed by the armored units. It is nota- 
ble all the way through these reports that both forces minimize the help 
received from the other group. Often that is not an oversight on their 
part; they simply lacked the information. 

Members of the armored units reported these impressions to Westover 
but he did not write them down in his report. The facts are confirmed by 
S57. 

20 JVI45; 21 M45; " M45, S57; " S57; " S57. 

2'M45. S57 reports that the tank destroyers did engage the German 
armor but there was no confirmation of this from members of the tank de- 
stroyer units in connection with the opening fight at Foy. 

" S57; " M36; M45, S57; " M45, S57; ^° M45, S57. 

'1 S57. In M45 the locations of the paratroop companies are identified 
in a different order. All of th^ 506th statements, however, are to the point 
that Company C led the column. 

"S57. 

M45. This differs by a few minutes from S57. 

3* M45; »° M45; " M45; " M45; ^» M45; M45. 

*°M45. The S57 report of this whole episode is vague and confused. 
It is to be noted that Iwth the infantry and the tank destroyer units re- 
ported that there was a German roadblock at Foy and that this was what 
checked the column. These forces were not up front and were not in posi- 
tion to see. The assumption was a natural one in view of the circumstances. 

« M45; « M45; " M45; " M45; « M45. 

*"M45. Duncan was not in the jeep at the time and no one was 
injured. 

«M45; "M45; "M45; '">M45; "M55; "M55; "M45. 

"M55; "M45; »«M45; "M45; "M45; "MSS; <'<'M45; "S57. 
Members of the armored units put a lower estimate on the damage 
done to enemy armor than the paratroopers did and the figures given here 
are a compromise of the two. It is obvious that the battle was such that 
an accurate count could not be made. 

As to the identification of enemy units in the Noville action, the G-2 
report shows that by the night of December 20 six prisoners captured in 
the Foy-Recogne area had been identified as coming from 2d Panzer Divi- 
sion. 

Conclusion of the historians after studying the entire Noville fight. 

CHAPTER 1 2— FIRST ACTION AT MARVIE 

1 M44; ^ S64. 

' This entry was made between 0630 and 0700. 
*M34;«M34;'>M34;'M34. 
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* M44, made from Colonel O'Hara's journal. There was no time entry 
in the 327th Glider Infantry Journal covering this incident. Colonel 
Harper, commander of the 327th, had the impression that it occurred 
much earlier in the morning. 

» M34; " M44; " M44; M34; M44; " 1VI34; " M34, M44. 
" M34, M44; " M34; " M34; " M34. 

^° M34 and supported by Historian's research through all Bastogne 
actions. 

"M34; 22S61; ='=M44; "M34; "Comment by the historical officers. 

CHAPTER 13— THE RESPITE 

^ This is perhaps an over-simplification. There were fairly heavy attacks 
against the north on December 21 and one running engagement in the 
southwest, but the failure of the enemy to press a general attack against 
the Bastogne defenses during the two days is conspicuous. 

" The movement of the forces is outlined in the G-2 oyerlays. 

* M31. The precise hours of the cutting of the Neuf chateau road is not 
known and the statement on which this paragraph is based is taken from 
the interview with General McAulifFe. 

*M31. Quoted directly. According to an interview with Colonel Wal- 
ter C. Stanton, Deputy Chief of Staff, VIII Corps, General Middleton 
never weakened in his desire to hold Bastogne. On the 19th, however, 
Lieutenant General George S. Patton, Jr., commanding general, Third 
Army, ordered a withdrawal. Colonel Stanton believed this order was pos- 
sibly influenced by the weak showing of First Army. The VIII Corps 
order appeared on December 20. Interview by Captain L. B. Clark, 3d 
Information and Historical Service, and Captain K. W. Hechler, 2d Infor- 
mation and Historical Service, January 16, 1945, vicinity Assenois, Bel- 
gium. 

= M31;«M31. 

^ M31, but confirmed by other members of the staff who were present. 
This exchange of words, however, does not appear in the Westover inter- 
view with Colonel Roberts. 

*The conversations of the historical officers with members of both 
commands indicated this to be the case. 

»M32; "M31; "M41; "M41, S64. 
This conclusion is supported by the proof that air resupply of the 
Bastogne position immediately became a foremost concern of VIII Corps, 
and that VIII Corps Headquarters labored throughout December 21 to 
make the operation possible. 

"M31. 

^°M31. General McAulifFe says specifically that from the moment he 
reached Bastogne he expeeted to get cut off because there seemed to be 
nothing in front of him that would prevent it. 

It is notable that December 22 was the least active day on the Bas- 
togne front. 

" AB2; 18 AB2; " AB2. 

'° This detail is almost overlooked in all the journals. 
"AB2. 
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Kinnard and Danahy both stated to Marshall that from their exami- 
nation of Corps' situation maps upon reaching Bastogne they learned 
ractically nothing of the enemy situation and decided they would have to 
uild from the ground up. 
" AB2, M32. 

^*This message was received by Colonel Kinnard and appears in the 
interview with him. The exact reason for it being sent, however, is not 
known. 

^■^ AB2, M32. Danahy was convinced that while using every stratagem 
possible the enemy was trying to keep within the appearance of acting ac- 
cording to the laws of war for the purpose of protecting their men. He said 
that the prisoners taken in American uniforms said they had put on this 
extra clothing to keep from freezing. 

28AB2; "AB2; 28AB2; 2'->M4I; M4 1 ; " M4 1 . 

'2 Westover's estimate of the position covered. 

"AB2. 

CHAPTER 14— "nuts!" 

iS61;='M34. 

' The complete surrender paper is in AB2. 
«M31, M34; »M32; «M3I; 'M31; 8M34. 
»M34; "M34; "M34; "M34, S6I; ^^AB2; " S61. 

CHAPTER 1 5— THE SECOND MARVIE ATTACK 

1M34, S61. 

* M34, S64. On the afternoon of December 20 a small task force under 
1st Lieutenant Richard C. Gilliland was sent to support 327th along the 
line covering the main highway. It was called Charlie 16 and included 
three tanks— two 75mm. and one 76mm. It remained away from the main 
group for a week, lost the 76mm. tank from a rocket, engaged in 15 skir- 
mishes and destroyed much enemy equipment. 

»S60, S61; «S60; «M34, S60, S64; «M34; 'M44, S64; 8M34, S6I. 

' This is not the Historian's conclusion but is based on the interview 
with Colonel Harper and on statements by Major Templeton and Colonel 
Harper's battalion commanders. Colonel Harper said, "Most of the time 
when our troops were under shell fire the German gunners were in posi- 
tion to lay directly on the target." 

M34. The battalion commander was present while these facts were 
reconstructed. 

"M34; "M44;"M34, S6I. 

^* M44. Colonel Harper later had this to say of what happened to Mor- 
rison, "I'll never again put infantry on a forward slope unless I have tank 
destroyers or tanks where I can protect them. I lost two platoons separately 
in defense of the perimeter by making this mistake. In each case they 
were overrun when there were no tank destroyers to defend them." 

16 M44; 16 M44. 

^' This incident was related during the interview with Colonel Harper 
and supported by the battalion commander. It was not brought to light, 
however, during Westover's conversations with Colonel O'Hara's force. 
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"M34, M44; i»M44; 20M34; "M34. 

2^ Morrison's body was not found and it was hoped that he was taken 
prisoner. Both Harper and Rouzie recalled the words of the conversations. 

23IVI34; 2*M34, M44; 2SM44; M44; "M34, S61. 

28IVI44; 28 M44; ^"861, S64; "M34; "M34. 
This general estimate of situation is supported by all the records and 
interviews. 

"S57, S61; "M34; »«M34; "M34; »«M34; »»M34, S61; *»M34; 
" M34. 

" M34. Adams's command post was on the west side of the Bastogne 
road across from Smith's. 

«M34; "M34; "M34; "M34; "M34. 
M34. The Gjmbat Command B sources did not have this informa- 
tion. 

"M34; WM44; "M44. 

*^M44. Colonel O'Hara made a thorough search in the interests of 
identification. 

"M34; "M44, S64; s'M34; =«M34; "M34, M44. 
"M34, M44; »»M34; ^SSl; "S61; •='S72. 

CHAPTER 1 6— LOW EBB OF SUPPLY 

^ M31. General McAulifFe says that December 23 was the dav of crisis. 
In this he appears to be mistaken. The artillery commanders all said that 
it was on the afternoon of the 22d that they were most worried about their 
supply. This checks with the fact that resupply began to arrive fairly early 
the next morning. 

''M31. 

' From Colonel Marshall's interviews with Lieutenant Colonel John T. 
Cooper, Jr., and Colonel Nelson, and from General McAulifiFe's statement 
on the employment of his artillery. 

* M36. Also interview with Colonel Sink and others. 

' From the Cooper interview. 

»M31; 'M31, S74. 

' M3 1 . General McAulifFe recollected this as happening on December 
23. Colonel Kinnard said it happened on December 22. The 22d appears 
to be correct inasmuch as resupply became assured on the morning of De- 
cember 23. There is no doubt, however, about the validity of this quota- 
tion. Kinnard and Danahjr both heard it, and when his memory was 
refreshed General McAulifFe recalled that he had said it. 

•M32,S61. 

'° Westover was impressed by this difference in how the little units 
looked at the operation as compared with the 101st Division Headquarters 
viewpoint. The observation was made on the basis of Westover's findings 
as contrasted with Marshall's. 

"M31. 

This comes from the statement of many of the officers through West- 
over. 

"M31; "M33; "M33; "M33; "M33; "M33; "M33. 
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CHAPTER 1 7— SUPPLIES ARRIVE 

^ M33 is the source of this material. 

CHAPTER 18— THE SITUATION IMPROVES 

^ This conclusion is based upon all of the evidence from the Noville, 

Marvie and Ne£Fe engagements. 
^ M38; ^ Facts speak for themselves. 
*M38; »S57; 0 857. 

' This conclusion is drawn from numerous conversations the historians 
had with front line troops. 

''M42; »M42; "M42; "M31, M41. 

"M31, M41; 13M31, M41; M41; "M41; "M4I. 

" From General McAulifFe, Colonel Roberts and all others who were 
interviewed; however, the affirming statements are found in the inter- 
views of the two commanders. 

"M42; 18M42; 20M42; 21 M32; "M32, M41. 

2' This note is added by the Historian. He was present on a number of 
occasions when officers in these different organizations discussed this mat- 
ter quite seriously. 

2* M42; " M42; M42; " M42; M42; M42. 
This happened at Champs among other places. 

*^ The historical officer makes this as a personal observation as he was 
present at a number of conferences where Major Templeton was taking a 
strongposition. 

This is also an observation' made by the historical officer as an eye- 

witness 1 

"M42; "M42; »«M38. 

'"M31. As for the extent of the enemy build-up in the northwest, 
Colonel Chappuis says in the 502d Parachute Infantry interview that the 
most trying thins in those days on his troops was that they had to look 
out every day ana see enemy trucks and men swarming up and down the 
roads all around them. He said, "We could have murdered those Germans. 
The road intersections in front of us looked ^ike 42d and Broadway after 
a football game. Most of the traffic seemed to be moving to the west. They 
Were in easy reach and were quite contemptuous about it. But we could do 
nothing about it because we did not have the artillery ammunition." 

»'M38; "M35; »»M38; *''M38; "M38; «M38; "M38; "M41; 
"M31;"M31. 

CHAPTER 19— WEST OF BASTOGNB 

1M32; 2M34; 'M32; «M39; »M34; «M36; TM36; 8M36. 
»M56; "M36; "M36; "M36; "M36; "M36; "M39. 

CHAPTER 20— CHRISTMAS EVE 

1 AB2. Danahy did this because he thought it would boost morale. It 
proved so popular with the commanders that many additional copies were 
printed to obtain a more general distribution. 

* This document is in the historical file. 
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'■i S63, S64. 

Colonel Ewell, among other commanders, commented on this in the 
second interview. Many of the men spoke of how fearful they felt on 
Christmas Eve. 

»M36; *M36; "1^36; «AB8; 'ABB; « ABB; "1^136; "ABB. 

"M36; "ABB; "M36; "M36; "ABB, M36; "M36; "M36; 
"M36. 

^° From the historical officer's observation of the ground. 

20M36; "M36; "M36; ='»M36; "M36; ^»AB2, M34. (This identi- 
fication by American G-2 is incorrect. The 77th Regiment was engaging 
at Champs. See the enemy story.) 

2» M34, M39; " M34: M34; 2» M34; M34; " M34; M36. 

"M49, M50, M56; »*M49, M50, M56; "M34, M36, M49, M50, 
M56. 

«8M36, M49, M50, M56; "M49, M50, M56; ^^M49, M50, M56. 

" M36; " M36; « M36; « M36; " M36; " M36; « M36. 
M36. Colonels Chappuis and Cassidy were in a position to observe 
the relationship in time of the tank destroyer fire to the rest of the action. 

M36. The tank destroyer account of this episode is not well rounded 
out but the crew were not in position to see the action clearly. 

**M36. This is 502d Parachute Infantry's report of the detail. The 
tank destroyers themselves claim credit for a greater number of hits. 

*' M36; »o M36; " M36; " M49, M50, M56; " ABB. 

"M34; »»M34; »«M34, M39. 

*' M34. All hands agreed that this was the case. 

»» ABB; »« M36; 1V136; " M36, S64. 
Copy of Field Order is in historical file. 

" M36. This was the high tide of the German attack against the 502d 
Parachute Infantry. The 1st Battalion, 502d, was again attacked and on 
December 27 was driven o£F the hill briefly. By that time Division had 
been joined by the force from the south. During December 26, the 502d 
continued to maintain an all-around defense of &e position. Six prisoners 
were taken near Champs. 

CHAPTER 21— THE RELIEF 

'These extracts are made from the comprehensive narrative on 4th 
Armored Division's operation done by Captain L. B. Clark and based upon 
the journals of that organization. 

'The casualties of 3ie 101st Airborne Division up to January 6, 1945, 
in the Bastogne operation were as follows: 

Officers Enlisted Men 

Killed 29 312 

Wounded 103 1,58B 

Missing 34 4B2 

166 2,382 

The Artillery losses were extremely light except among forward observ- 
ers. The Engineer Battalion lost 26 eiilisted men and one officer killed 
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and 84 enlisted men wounded up to January 6. Owing to the capture of 
the hospital, the 326th Medical Company showed the largest number of 
missing of any unit at Bastogne with 125 gone. There was a surprisingly 
even (ustribution of losses among the Infantry regiments: 

327th 501st 502d 506th 

Off EM Off EM Off EM Off EM 

Killed 2 60 9 68 8 66 5 67 

Wounded .... 13 279 29 477 22 246 28 359 

The total of German prisoners taken was 981. The estimated mrnibei 
of enemy killed is 7,000. 

* From the narrative by Clark. 

* From the 12th Army Group After Action Report for December 1944. 




I. Major Gctisrol Trey H. Mlddl«loii^ CMnmonding GMtcral, Vlll 
Corps. 



[2151 



3. Ma|or General Maxwell D. Taylor confers with officers of hfs 

Division after the Bastogne relief by the 4th Armored Di- 
vision. They are Major James J. Hatch, 502d Parachute 
Infantry; Brigadier General Higgins, Assistant Division 
Commander; and Colonel Robert F. Sink, Commanding 
oncer, SOMi tancliuli* Infantry. 



[217] 



4. Brigadier General (new Major General) Anthony C. McAuliffe, 
wiie was Acting Commanding General, 101st Airborne 
DMsfen, derlng the first phase of flie siege of Baslogne. 
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5. Brigadier General Gerald J. Higgins, Aftistant Division Com- 
mander, 1 01 tt Aifbovne DIvMon. 



[219] 



6. Lieutenant Colon*! Paul A. Donohy, 6-2, 101 tl Alrbomo Divi- 
sion. 



[220] 





7. Lieutenant Colonel (now Colonel) H. W. O. Kinnard, G-3, 
101 tt AMiome Dtvldon. 
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[722] 
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[224] 



I T. TIm main street of Bactegne fretii the monastery command 

pott of the 501st Parachute Infantry. The cold and snow 
mode movement difficult and living uncomfortable. 



I 225 ] 




12. Tiw Botlogn* bomKin, location of the 1 01 st Airborne Division Co m nwwki PMf. Tho C-47s bam ]ust 

dropped fhoir supply bundles. 




13 and 14. Bomb damage in Bastogne. 

[227] 




[2281 




16. Vehicle in Bastogne camouflaged witii sheets from village 
iieniM. 



[229] 



17. A column of men inarching in the vicinity of Bastogno. Tho 
reinng grawNl cmd pin* foratt or* typical of tli* woo. 



[230] 




[231] 




[232] 




19. The village of NefFe. Early In the morning of December 19 
the enemy captured this crossroads village. During that 
day the position wos held against the $01 st Parachute 
Intanlty. Til* Ndfo OiAteau Is in Mie dump of ireof en 
the right; the road to th* loft loads to Batteign*. 



[233] 




[234] 




[235] 




21. Neffe, scene of heavy fighting by Hit 501st Parachute Infan- 
try and T«am Ch«rry, after it wa« recaptured. 



[236] 



23 (fop). Wounded in the hospitals of Bastogne had to lie on the 
floors because of lack of equipment. 24 (bottom). A trailer 
is loaded with pofachufof for UM in Iho ImpfovlMd hos- 
pitals in Bastogne. 



(2381 



25. A 75mm. Ml A1 howitzer being fired by poralreep artillery- 
men during the siege of Bastogno. 



[239] 




[240] 



26. On file htgtit of D«e«mbM' 20, fhe enemy struck at tti* f«fl 

flank of the 3d Battalion, 501st Parachute Infantry. This 
scene from the outsl<irts of NefFe shows the enemy pre- 
paring for the attack. The American position is on the 
crest of the hill to the left. The little village of MonI is in 
the center draw, and the barbed-wire fences^ to COttiy to 
the enemy, ar« to the right of the pine grove. 



[2411 




[242] 




1243] 




29. Command Po»t Company F, 327th Glidor Infantry, noot 
Romeifotto. Horo tho Gorman oiR«Mr domanding Iho sur- 
render of Bastogne was blindfolded before being taken 
to the 327th Glider Infantry Command Post. In the cen- 
ter are Colonel Harper and Major Jones exchanging 
salutes with the German officers as they were returned to 
HiokrllnM. 



1 245 ] 




30. Paratroeport enlrucking ot Camp Mourmclon, Franc*, D«- 
c«mb«r 18, 1944, fe mev* to BcMrtogna. 



[2463 




[247] 



32ttop), Members of the 1 01 st Airborne Division bring in a sup- 
ply bundle. Recovery ran as high as ninety-five per cent 
and the bundles were utilized immediately. 33 (boffomh 
This 155mm. M1A1 howitzw Kas just r«miv«d ammunilien 
htm Ik* gNdcr in Hi* backoraimd. This'lneidMil oecumd 
during Hi* sicg* vf Botlegn*. 
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HARK . . . 
the HERALD ANGELS sing! 



to 
o 



levttf OAM Vow sw««iti««tf o« wife, your Mtie 
9*1. or p«rh«pft ove** yom Htti* boy. do" i you 
te«i ibem wo*«y'n9 »boo! you. prayir^g 'o' vou ' 
Yei old boy. p'dy'^9 af^d hop.ng you" com* 
home «ga'n. soo« W.ii you com* bdck. a'c you 
sure lo *«e mose de«' ones aga-n' 
This IS Chfisimas-i.me. Yuie iime the Yo'e-'og. 
the M'siietoe. ihe Ch».stmas-«ee, whaiew « »fc 
ti's home and all iK«i you tr^nit fin* lo celebfof 
th* day of our Saviour 

Man. have you thought about it. what if you doni 
come bacit what o( those dear ones' 
Well soldier. PEACE ON EARTH GOOD Will 
TOWARDS MEN~ lof wli«f* a «W 

«■■••*» • way. only 500 yards aheed ond 




MERRY CHRISTMAS! 




35 A and B. German propaganda lecrfiet (two sides) fired by artillery shell into the American lines en 



CjJ's haoe mr figured It (»a(? 



90 AnMrtoan imn out of a hundrMl 
an mjMbtf ptem In 4t4.W*: 
a are trafrti^r MiiaiKlllmfa PWr 

home; 
8 are doing Ihetr hU 



^ mm »u( tf a hmdnd m 
ingagtd in actual fi^ki. 

SooM 10 divlsioni kav* iscched th* 
ftoal*! «enbni lioops as wall m MtvlM 
tiaite^MlMling more lhan 
SlUOOOi 



Adding lh« minion iMn el Mw Aft fM««i 
flMM ii a lotol ol 30S5IIOO CVk ^ Hw 
WQildr* iNttU Iranlii 



And only eiboul halt ol IfaM* oi* doing 
Hui giiin. napnr «l oolvirt- ilallltov. 

Almoil cverv day you InmIJIm mon 
locrd ol poopi* al lioaM hmtitg ^uat 
iobs lor samotttlDa mora mouw wUoii 
will carry than) iMuqh Am pMt*war 

poriod 

For YOU iho advico ol Iheso people Is. 
Kocp soldiers in Ihs Axray crfler 
the war till |ob* can b« Mcuiod 
lor them. 




35 C and D, Ovrmon propaganda l*ali*l (four sid«s) flrad by 
arMllory shall into the American llnoi during the Bactogno 
•lego. 
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Bazooka position in the 502d Paracliute Infantry area. It 
was over this terrain on Christmas Day that enemy tanks 
moved on Rolle. The enemy tank in 1h* foraground wa» 
destroyed in that fight. 



1252] 



37. Pine plantation near Bmtegn*, typical of tlie terrain in wHiidi 
th« 101st AirlxMriM Division fouglit. Ev«ry femt was a 
dMtMlstv* IsIoimL 
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38. After breaKing through th« position of tho 3d BattolioDr 
327lh GiMor Infonlnr, onomy faille* cimio aieresc Hio fcM» 
to the left on Christmas Day to attack Champs and Rolle. 
The road leading to the right goes to Champs. Paralleling 

the second row of trees a road goes to Rolle. Company C, 
502d Parachute Infantry was attacked while marching 
along the center road. It then fell back to join some tank 
destroyers of the 705th Tank Destroyer Battalion at the 
trees in the foreground. From HUi fwiNfon mmif iMMSif 
tanks were dostroyMl. 
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41. Security guard of the 101st Airborne Division n«ar Ml* SOU 
Parachute Infantry Command Potl. 
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42. Celen«l Oonahy, General McAuliff*, and Colonel Kinnard. 
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43. Omcral Gaerg* S. Patten, Jr., talking with Brigadier General 
McAulifFe and Lieutenant Colonel Steve A. Chappuis after 
awarding tliese officers the Distinguished Service Cross 
for their ocHon* In the defense of Bmtegne. 
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I MEMORANDUM RECEIRT 



VIII CORPS 



PATE 16 VAN l»4a .1 




THE TOWN OI^ASTOONE. LUXEMBOURO PROVINCE. WOMM. 
condition: USED BUT SERVtCEABLE. KRAUT OfSiNFECTED 

TRW K MIDOLETON 
MAJ GENERAL USA 



44, Memorandum r*Mipl given by Major General Troy H. Mid- 
dtolwit Cpmmcmdinfl G«n*ral of Hi* VUl Corps, to tho 
lOltl AMioifiio DtvtMOn for holding Bmtogno. 
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